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ROCHESTER  THEOLOGICAL  SEMINARY 


Rochester,  N.  Y. 


May  3,  1932 


My  dear  Robert  Speer: 


Words  are  very  inadequate  to  express  to  you  my 
profound  sense  of  the  invaluable  service  which  you  have 
rendered  to  the  student  life  of  America  during  your  long 
life  of  association  with  our  schools  and  colleges.  That 
service  is  beyond  all  computation,  but  this  it  is  safe 
to  say,  that  no  man  living  has  exerted  over  students  an 
influence  which  has  been  more  consistently  and  more  pro¬ 
foundly  for  good  than  has  yours.  You  are  a  tower  of 
strength  to  us  all.  It  is  a  marvel  that  you  are  able 
to  do°so  well  so  many  things.  You  never  seem  to  be 
hurried  or  weary.  No  call  for  service  finds  you  unable 
or  unwilling  to  give  careful  and  helpful  consideration. 

You  have  been  wondrously  endowed,  and  splendidly  you 
have  used  your  heritage.  May  God  spare  your  life  for, 
lo,  these  many  years. 

To  many  of  us  you  are  not  3 imply  Robert  E.  Speer, 
honored  and  useful  servant  of  the  living  God,  but  you  are 
our  friend,  known  and  trusted  and  loved.  I  trust  that  the 
letters  which  will  reach  you  at  Silver  Bay  in  June  will 
give  you  at  least  a  feeble  idea  of  how  you  are  enshrined 
in  the  heart  of  many. 

As  ever, 


Affectionately  yours, 


CHICAGO,  April  17,  1922 


My  dear  Bob: 


So  it  was  thirty-six  years  ago  that  you  first 
attended  the  Northfield  Student’s  conference  /  That  is 
a  long,  long  distance  in  the  past,  and  yet  I  find,  on ^look¬ 
ing  up  my  own  record,  that  you  led  me  to  that  delightful 
spot  among  the  hills  by  only  two  years. 

That  fact  wouldn’t  cause  me  any  trouble  if  it 
were  not  for  my  firm  conviction  that  you  have  led  me  in  most 
things  ever  since.  In  fact.  Bob,  your  pace  was  always  fast 
and  it  has  been  getting  steadily  faster,  so  that  you  have 
not  only  left  me,  but  most  of  us  poor  mortals,  very  far  in 
the  rear. 


I  can’t  help  feeling  that  it  must  have  been  a 
bit  lonely  for  you  at  times  so  far  in  advance  of  the  rest 
of  us,  but  I  want  you  to  know  that  your  fine,  unselfish 
life  has  been  a  constant  inspiration  to  me  and  to  ten 
thousand  others, and  that,  just  because  you  have  led  us  so 
splendidly,  we  have  found  it  easier  to  do  the  things  which 
were  worth  while. 

It  is  a  wonderful  record  of  achievement  that  you 
are  privileged  to  look  back  upon:  the  Board  work,  the  student 
conferences,  the  college  preaching,  the  helpful  books  and  the 
wise  leadership  in  a  score  of  international  movements.  But 
best  of  all,  as  only  your  friends  can  tell  you,  has  been  the 
influence  of  your  Christlike  character  growing  ever  stronger 
with  the  passing  years. 

It  must  surely  bring  you  joy  to  feel  that  those 
who  know  you  best  love  you  most. 

With  all  good  wishes  for  the  future. 


Yours  sincerely. 


PONG  F.  SEC.  Chairman.  David  Z.  T.  Yul.  general  secretary 
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My  dear  Robert: 

Since  the  forst  student  conference  met  at  Mt.  Hermon  in  1866,  you 


have  been  present  at  a  large  majority  of  these  summer  gatherings,  with 
the  greatest  attendant  profit  to  all  who  have  lived  with  you  through 
those  stirring  days  and  who  have  heard  your  ringing,  God-sent  messages. 

I  suppose  that  at  Northfield,  Lake  Geneva,  Pocono  Pines  and  Asheville 
I  have  heard  you  scores  of  times  in  the  aggregate  as  you  presented  to 
eager  audiences  the  great  themes  of  the  Christian  life,  and  especially  as 
you  have  voiced  the  urgent  claims,  of  Foreign  Missions  upon  students.  Always 
I  have  been  impressed  with  the  virility,  spirituality  and  compelling 
force  of  these  addresses,  a  resultant  which  I  could  only  account  for 
by  the  opinion  that  God  had  truly  been  with  your  mouth  as  well  as  with 
your  brain  as  you  prepared  and  delivered  them — that  you  were  a  modern 
_pro-phet,  a” speaker  forth1'  p>f  what  had  been  given  you  in  the  Holy 
Presence.  If  Jesus  Himself  were  to  appear  before  such  audiences,  it 
seems  to  me  that  He  would  so  spe  ak  as  I  have  heard  you  speak. 

And  not  alone  the  wealth  of  illustration  and  the  world-wide  scope 
of  your  addresses  have  blessed  me;  but  I  have  been  even  more  moved  and 
blessed  by  your  prayers  at  these  conferences,  both  in  small  groups  and 
at  solemn  moments  on  Roundtop  and  Lakeside  and  the  conference  platform, 
when  the  slow,  revernt,  intimate  utterance  carried  me  and  you”  other, 
auditors  into  the  Holy/  of  Holies.  My  life,  the  lives  of  other  thousands 
who  were  present  on  these  conference  occasions,  would  be  lacking  in  some 
of  the  most  notable  experiences  of  spiritual  living  had  you  not  been  there. 
I  desire  personally  to  thank  you  for  my  share  in  these  wonderful  days. 


Yours  in  heart-felt  gratitude, 
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May  24,  1922. 


My  dear  Dr.  Speer: 

The  privilege  of  joining  with  a  few  of  your  many  friends 
in  expressing  my  appreciation  of  the  values  which  have  come 
into  my  life  through  you  is  very  real  to  me.  Your  thoughtful 
and  far-seeing  leadership  in  the  years  when  I  was  privileged  to 
serve  as  a  missionary  inspired  and  quickened  my  own  thinking 
on  the  great  principles  of  the  v/ork. 

To  have  known  you  personally  has  been  one  of  my  richest 
experiences.  You  have  maintained  and  upheld  the  truest 
standards  of  Christian  life  and  conduct,  yet  have  shown  towards 
others  a  Christ-like  charity,  a  sympathy,  and  power  for  help¬ 
fulness,  the  worth  of  which  you  can  but  little  realize. 

Thus ,  your  life  has  a  power  which  will  grow  through  the 
passing  days  of  the  many  years  still  lying,  God  grant,  before  you 
as  His  servant  in  the  world. 

Yours  sincerely, 
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April  27,  1922. 


Dear  Robert: 

I  gladly  join  the  many  friends  who  are  writing 
messages  for  this  volume  in  recognition  of  the  invaluable 
cooperation  and  leadership  that  you  have  given  to  the 
Student  Volunteer  Movement  during  the  thirty-six  years 
that  have  passed  since  its  inauguration  at  Ifount  Hermon. 
Surely  that  Movement  was  born  of  God.  Only  eternity  can 
disclose  what  it  has  meant  to  the  cause  of  world  evangel¬ 
ization  and  to  the  enrichment  of  the  lives  of  thousands 
of  young  men  and  women  who  have  remained  at  home.  God  has 
used  you  mightily  in  guiding  and  counselling  and  inspiring 
that  great  Christian  Movement.  I  think  with  gratitude  to 
God  of  the  twenty-seven  years  of  my  own  fellowship  with 
you  as  a  co-worker  in  our  own  Board.  What  you  have  been 
and  what  you  are  to  me  I  shall  not  attempt  to  express  with¬ 
in  the  limits  of  the  single  page  that  is  allotted  to  me  in 
this  volume,  but  you  will  know,  I  am  sure,  dear  Robert,  that 
I  can  with  all  my  heart  subscribe  myself 


Very  affectionately  yours, 


VANDERBILT  UNIVERSITY  SCHOOL  OF  RELIGION 


Nashville,  Tenness 
May  8,  1922 


Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer, 


My  dear  Dr.  Speer; 

+  n  1  a  matter  of  very  great  gratification 

to  be  allowed  to  join  with  a  host  of  others  in  ex¬ 
pressing  ray  deep  appreciation  for  the  inestimable 
values  which  your  friendship  and  wisdom  have'  brought 

known  you*^  these  wor'derful  years  wherein  I  have 


,  .  your  public  addresses  you  have  inter- 

p re tea  the  Christ  for  me  with  a  depth  of  spiritual 
insight  which  I  have  found  in  no  other!'  Your  books 

ollV7lVTly  tUTd  8  llebt  upon  “Lc?l- 

tiin^tfv  Y?  varied  problems  of  present-day  Chris- 
tian  life  and  religious  thought. 

Your  masterful  service  as  a  missiorarv 

need  Mar  ??“r  BUropathetic  vision  of  the  world 
PViri  a+y  ;r  c'Le°r  8ense  of  the  adequacy  of  the 
Cir:U;o,  your  unclouded  certainty  that  the  Faster 
has  a  vocational  plan  for  every  life-  these  have 

ti?«n  SOUroe  of  certainty  for  Chris- 

"i  n  faith  and  of  new  earnestness  for  Christian 

purpose.  Your  friendship  has  made  the  friendsSir, 
with  the  Christ  Himself  vastly  more  sacred  and  tLal, 


to  you  a 
with  Him 
for  us. 


I  Pjay. that  the  passing  years  may  yield 
constantly  dearer  and  deeper  fellowship 
who  so  loved  us  that  He  gave  Himself  up 


With  abiding  friendship, 

Most  cordially  yours, 


0.  E.  BROWN. 
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hwight  Hall, 

New  Haven,  Gonn. 
May  9,  1922. 


Dear  Dr.  Speer: 

You  will  probably  remember  a  visit  to  West town  to  attem  the  opening  session  of 
the  Student  Volunteer  Secretary’s  retreat  in  the  fall  of  1920.  During  your  talk 
you  spoke  of  the  s  bailar  meeting  held  thirty-three  years  before  that,  when  Dr.  Mott 
ana  you  met  out  in  a  little  Iowa  town  and  planned  the  work  of  the  Movement  for  the  year, 

One  aay ,  several  months  later,  I  was  waiting  at  an  out  of  the  way  junction  point 
for  ny  train.  I  had  just  seen  visiting  a  small  denominational  college  where  there 
were  about  thirty  volunteers  ana  where  missions  were  an  accepted  interest  on  the 

n6Xt  t0  a  Similar  Place*  As  1  about  the  tracks  that  aay 

Lw  those  groups  of  volunteers  were  pulling  forme  and  that  they  were 

going  to  follow  up  whatever  I  did.  Also  I  knew  that  there  was  a  strong  ana  consecrat¬ 
ed  group  of  peqple  at  neaaquarters  devoting  the  very  best  that  was  in  them  to  t^ 

SET™  ~  8“0I\r  -  the  colleges. 
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industrial  and  social  lif e . ^ersoLn^T Int8***  Serl°,Jsly  as  14  'uuohes  our 
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faith  in  Almighty  God  and  y^  “ l"e^ UTst^  tT X^ZTsXr . 
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April  SSth,  19 


My  dear  Mr.  Speer: - 

The  men  and  women  of  this  generation  have 
been  greatly  helped  by  what  you  have  said  to  them,  by  what 
you  have  written  for  them  and  by  your  life  among  them. 

1  have  lived  in  both  the  United  States  and 
Canada  and  have  represented  missionary  organizations  snd  the 
y.  iv;.  C.  A.  in  all  sections  of  both  countries.  1  am  sure 
that  I  speak  as  if  authorized  by  a  multitude  to  bring  you  their 
keen  appreciation  of  the  contribution  you  have  made  to  their  own 
spiritual  experience,  to  a  better  understanding  of  their  Bible 
and  an  infinitely  broader  conception  of  service,  in  ail  of  which 
I  must  personally  join  them. 


Trusting  that  this  service  may  be  long  continued, 
dominated,  more  and  more  by  the  spirit  of  Him  'who  went  about 
doing  good" , 


Mr.  nobert  S.  Speer, 
156  Fifth  Avenue, 

Hew  fork. 


25  East  22nd  Street 
Hew  York 


May  22,1922 


My  dear  Dr,  Speer: 

I  greatly  value  this  opportunity  to  join 
with  your  many  friends  in  many  lands  in  a  tribute 
of  praise  and  of  thanksgiving.  The  tribute  is  to 
you  for  your  own  unique  service  of  inspiration  to 
the  higher  life  of  the  students  of  the  world.  Our 
thanksgiving  is  to  God  for  the  stimulus  and  power 
which  have  come  to  succeeding  generations  of  college 
students  through  the  use  of  His  willing  servant, 
Robert  E,  Speer, 

As  I  have  traveled  over  the  broad  areas 
of  this  land,  and  through  many  other  lands,  i  have 
come  constantly  upon  those  who  have  drawn  their 
inspiration  for  high  and  unselfish  service  from 
you  as  you  have  received  this  inspiration  from  your 
Master  and  have  passed  it  on  to  others.  It  must 
bring  to  you  a  sense  of  solemn  joy  to  realize  that 
God  has  permitted  you  to  serve  Him,  lo  1  these 
many  years,  through  the  lives  of  such  multitudes 
of  young  men,  who  have  in  turn  become  leaders  in 
building  up  the  Kingdom  of  Jesus  Christ  in  the  world. 

Yours  most  sincerely. 
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inarch  25  th  1922. 


My  dear  Speer, 

My  recollection  of  student  conferences 
goes  'back  to  the  early  eighteen-nine  ties,  and  you  v/ere  one  of  the 
speakers  at  trie  first  Northfield  gathering  to  which  I  went  as  a 
Yale  sophomore.  I  can  still  recall  some  of  the  addresses  which  you 
gave  us,  notably  one  on  the  Gospel  of  Mark,  which  first  set  me  to 
studying  the  individual  characteristics  of  our  evangelists.  The  in¬ 
fluence  which  you  exerted  on  me,  and  on  my  fellow-students,  still 
abides;  and  you  have  been  a  part  of  us  ever  since,  a  part  we  could 
ill  forgo.  So  I  join  with  otners  in  sending  not  simply  a  word  of 
public  recognition  but  also  of  personal  gratitude. 

V< hen  the  religious  history  of  the  last  thirty-odd  years 
comes  to  be  written,  I  am  .confident  that  the  effect  of  the  student 
conferences  will  be  listed  as  one  of  the  most  potent  factors  in 
forming  tne  faith  and  purpose  of  the  leaders  of  the  Church.  In  these 
conferences  no  man  has  been  heard  more  steadily,  and  none  has  met 
witn  a  wider  or  a  deeper  response  than  yourself.  May  you  go  forward 
foi  mother  quarter  of  a  century,  growing  in  your  own  outlook,  and 

leading  another  series  of  student  generations  into  consecration  to 
the  Kingdom  of  Christ i 


Affectionately  yours, 


Missionary  Education  Movement 
150  Fifth  Avenue 
New  York  City 

May  10,  1922 


My  dear  Mr*  Speer: 

It  gives  me  special  pleasure  to  add  my  word  of 
greeting  to  you  on  this  anniversary  of  your  attendance  upon 
the  first  student  conference,  for  it  marks  almost  to  a  day 
the  tenth  anniversary  of  my  first  meeting  with  you.  I 
shall  always  remember  that  meeting.  I  think  I  have  learned 
many  lessons  from  you  since,  but  my  first  one  was  industry. 
I  arrived  in  New  York  very  early  one  June  morning  three 
days  after  my  graduation  from  college  and  ready  to  sail  for 
India  the  following  day.  When  I  reached  the  Board  rooms 
you  were  the  only  one  who  had  yet  appeared  for  the  day’s 
work.  I  had  a  trunkful  of  books,  but  you  were  fearful  that 
I  did  not  have  enough  to  keep  me  sufficiently  occupied  on 
the  voyage  and  you  laid  out  a  number  for  me,  some  from  your 
own  library.  I  kept  busy  on  that  voyage,  and  I  cherish 
some  of  those  books  yeti 

I  want  to  take  this  opportunity  to  tell  you  how 
grateful  I  am  for  the  time  and  trouble  you  have  taken  to 
help  me  in  personal  problems  and  for  your  advice  and 
counsel  in  various  matters  in  which  you  have  given  me 
your  help  since  I  began  my  work  with  the  Missionary  Educa¬ 
tion  Movement. 


The  college  men  of  this  country,  and  indeed  of 
many  countries,  have  had  in  you  a  great  friend.  We  all 
rejoice  that  it  has  been  our  privilege  to  come  under  your 
influence.  We  congratulate  you  on  the  fruitful  labors  of 
many  years;  and  as  we  realize  the  extreme  need  of  the 
world  for  just  such  leadership  as  yours  in  these  critical 
years,  we  congratulate  the  boys  who  are  coming  up  to  the 
colleges  from  the  schools  that  your  abounding  strength  and 
youthful  spirit  will  make  it  possible  for  them  to  share  with 
us  the  inspiration  of  your  life  and  to  be  helped  by  you,  as 
we  have  been,  through  your  deep  experience  of  God  to  come 
into  closer  touch  with  Him. 


May  God  grant  you  many  years  of  rich  service  in 
those  many  tasks  to  which  you  are  bringing  such  rare  gifts 
and  such  penetrating  vision  and  through  which  you  are  help¬ 
ing  so  effectively  to  extend  the  Kingdom. 


Yours  gratefully  and  sincerely. 


My  dear  Dr,  Speer: 


I  am  one  of  a  great  number  of  people  who  realize 
that  they  owe  to  student  summer  conferences  some  of  the 
best  things  in  their  lives,  Hiere  are  many  of  us  who 
will  always  be  grateful  for  the  inspiration  and  the 
impulse  toward  decision  which  oame  to  us  through  you,  as 
a  conference  leader,  and  we  are  happy  to  think  that  the 

present  generation  of  students  is  having  the  same  privi¬ 
lege. 


Yours  very  sincerely. 


The  International  Committee  of'  Young  Men’s  Christian  Associations 

of  North  America 


European  Headquarters: 

IS  Avenue  de  Champel,  Geneva. 
April  10,  1922. 


Near  Nr.  Speer: 

Ihirty-six  years  of  experience  in 
organising,  directing,  and  inspiring  student 
summer  conferences  is  a  record  of  Christian 
usefulness  of  which  any  one  can  he  justly 
proud,  xhe  writer  is  one  of  the  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  students  from  many  lands  and 
representing  all  creeds  and  races,  who  has 
been  led  to  a  deeper  spiritual  life  by  your 
message  and  personality. 

May  God  continue  to  use  you  to 
give  new  hope  and  vision  and  purpose  to  suc¬ 
ceeding  generations  of  students. 

Very  cordially  yours. 


Nr.  Robert  E.  Speer- 
156  Fifth  Avenue, 

New  York  City. 


Dwight  Hall, 

New  Haven,  Conn., 
May  9,  1922. 


Dear  Dr.  Speer: 

As  a  young  ran  at  Andover  and  later  at  Yale 
I  always  looked  forward  to  your1  visits  with  real  anticipa¬ 
tion  and  to  you  as  the  greatest  single  influence  in  ray  life 
outside  of  sp  home.  For  all  this  1  am  glad  of  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  express  my  warmest  thanks  which  I  do  with  sincere 
gratitude. 


nVith  every  good  wish, 

Sincerely  yours, 

pL 


'  r* 


J  S.  D 


740  Rush  Street, 
Chicago ,  Illinois , 
April  22,  1922. 


My  dear  Mr.  Speer: 

I  first  saw  and  heard  you  speak  at  a 
student  conference  at  Lake  Geneva  over  twenty  years 
ago.  One  of  your  addresses  was  "Remember  Jesus 
Christ."  At  the  same  time  I  sought  opportunity  of 
speaking  to  you  personally.  As  a  student  this  ex¬ 
perience  satisfied  my  eagerness  for  contact  with  a 
great  mind  and  a  great  soul. 

The  impressions  which  you  made  upon 
me  in  those  student  days  have  grown  and  expanded 
through  all  the  years,  so  that  now  I  am  eager  and 
glad  to  write  this  word  of  appreciation  and  to  send 
my  affection  and  good  wishes. 

In  more  recent  years,  when  we  were 
intimately  associated  in  several  pieces  of  work, 

I  found  you  always  eager  and  willing  to  help  and 
patient  with  many  details,  embodying  at  the  same 
time  such  breadth  of  vision  and  such  statesmanlike 
thinking  as  to  make  us  of  the  vounger  generation 
deeply  indebted  to  you. 

Very  sincerely  yours, 


br.  Robert  E.  Speer, 
156  Fifth  Avenue , 

Few  York  City. 
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99  John  St.,  New  York, 
June  1,  1S22. 


Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer, 

156  Fifth  Ave,,  City. 

Uy  de&r  Speer: 

Writing  a  man’s  obituary  before  the  man  is  dead  is 
rather  a  sad  performance,  but  it  is  good  occasionally  during  a  man’s 
lifetime  to  let  him  know  how  his  friends  love  him  and  appreciate  him. 

I  remember  you  so  well  away  back  in  the  old  Princeton  days,  and  when 
you  first  came  into  the  Student  Volunteer  Movement,  which  was  the  off¬ 
shoot  of  the  Student  Young  Men’s  Christian  Association.  Hie  work 
of  yourself,  and  your  associates,  in  revivifying  the  interest  of  the 
country  in  foreign  missions  has  been  of  inestimable  service  to  the 
whole  world,  and  no  one  has  watched  it  and  appreciated  it  more  thor¬ 
oughly  than  I  have.  Of  course  that  naturally  led  to  the  work  which, 
you  have  been  doing  for  the  past  few  years,  with  your  splendid  col¬ 
leagues,  "Hie  proof  of  the  pudding  is  in  the  eating"  and  the  results 
of  all  your  labors  in  the  foreign  field  were  never  more  fully  shown 
than  they  are  today. 

Wishing  you  all  joy  and  many  more  years  cf  continued 

usefulness 


7c  C 
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14  Beacon  Street,  Boston,  Mass.,  Kay  16,  1922. 


Dear  Mr*  Speer: 


The  title  of  Doctor  seems  remote  from  the  old  days  at  ITorthfield, 
so  I  prefer  the  more  informal  address.  It  was  in  1893  that  I  attended  my 
first  Northfield  Conference,  and  all  through  the  years  since  that  time  I  have 
known  that  the  Northfield  days  gave  me  inspiration  and  standards  for  purposeful 
living  that  came  from  no  other  source. 

As  I  visit  the  colleges  today  and  note  the  decrease  in  emphasis  upon 
the  things  that  were  treasured  thirty  years  ago  in  those  conferences,  I  fear  the 
present  generation  is  losing  something  vital  in  its  religious  development.  I 
long  for  my  boy  in  Andover  to  be  in  touch  with  the  same  kind  of  3ible  teaching  and 
of  spiritual  leaders  that  helped  me  so  much  through  school  and  college  days. 

Always  with  ITorthfield  you  are  connected  in  my  thought,  v/e  gloried  in 
you  as  a  leader  in  the  days  of  our  first  missionary  zeal.  We  told  of  your  college 
record,  exulted  in  your  keen  mentality,  and  in  your  steady  intellectual  output. 
What  deep  inspiration  and  satisfaction  have  all  of  us  drawn  from  your  books’.  No 
other  devotional  book  ever  meant  so  much  to  me  as  "The  Man  Christ  Jesus."  The 
spirit  and  beauty  of  its  vision  of  Christ  has  never  been  forgotten. 

Josephine  and  I  found  our  friendship  in  ITorthfield  and  have  always 
shared  the  fine  memories  of  your  addresses  on  Roundtop  and  in  the  Auditorium;  all 
t.ie  many  points  of  contact  in  your  office;  and  all  our  common  experience  in  the 
secretaryship,  laboring  for  the  Kingdom  through  the  years. 


Kay  you  continue  to  bring  inspiration  and  the  joy  of  Christian  living 
the  young  men  of  this  generation.  May  you  carry  on  your  great  tasks  with  such 
W  Sd0m  t!lat  you  may  be  kePt  from  overwork  and  exhaustion.  May  your  own  life  be 


filled  with  happiness 


bless 


and  usefulness  through  all  the  years  that  are  ahead. 


Cod 


you. 


1922 


May  8th 


My  dear  Robert: 


T  wish  to  join  with  scores  of  others,  and  if 


they  knew  of  the  opnortunity  with  thousands  throughout  the 
world  who  have  been  helped  by  your  Christian  ministrv  and 
Christ-like  service  on  behalf  of  the  students  of  our 
generation,  to  exoress  to  you  mv  gratitude  to  Cod  for  all 
the  work  he  has  permitted  you  to  do.  From  the  time  I 
first  heard  you  at  Northfield,  almost  at  the  beginning 
of  the  Movement,  your  addresses  nroved  a  powerful  spiritual 
stimulus  and  were  a  great  help  to  me  personally.  i  thank 
Cod  for  having  known  Christ  in  you. 


May  your  witness  be  preserved  to  the  very  end 


and  may  you  be  richly  blessed  for  years  yet  to  come  to  our 
student  generation. 


Very  sincerely,  your  friend. 


Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer, 
156  -  Fifth  Avenue, 
New  York  City. 


April  15,  19 22 


740  Hush  Street 
Chicago,  Illinois 


Doctor  Robert  E.  Speer 
Silver  Bay,  hew  York 

My  dear  Doctor  Speer: 

Probably  I  should  have  written  you  long  ago  to 
express  my  great  appreciation  for  the  inspiration  that 
you  have  brought  to  my  life. 

While  a  student  at  college  I  had  the  great 
pleasure  of  hearing  you  for  the  first  time  at  the 
Lake  Geneva  Conference  way  back  in  the  nineties,  ana 
at  other  summer  conferences  thereafter. 

I  shall  never  forget  a  number  of  your  addresses 
which  have  continued  to  be  a  helnful  influence  in  ray 
life. 


I  want  you  to  accept  this  little  message  of 
appreciation  with  the  assurance  that  as  the  years  have 
passed  my  gratefulness  to  you  for  what  you  did  thei  ,  and 
what  you  have  been  doing  since  has  been  increasing  in 
geometrical  ratio. 

With  sincerest  good  wishes,  end  a  prayer  that 
God  may  continue  to  b.less  you  in  your  work  as  a  great 
missionary  statesman,  I  am 

MWE :A  Very  cordially  yours 

* 


Chicago,  Illinois, 
May  10th,  1922. 


Dear  Mr.  Speer: 

In  a  recent  retreat  I  took  an  invoice  of 
my  indebtedness  to  certain  personalities  through  whom 
God  has  most  clearly  revealed  Himself  to  me.  I  dis¬ 
covered  that  the  three  men  to  whom  I  owe  most  are 
Bishop  McDowell,  John  R.  Mott  and  yourself. 

My  power  of  expression  is  so  infinitesimal 
when  I  try  to  convey  to  you  how  deep  is  my  thankfulness 
for  what  you  have  been  and  what  you  are  to  me.  Your  ad¬ 
dresses,  your  books,  and  your  pamphlets  have  given  me  a 
foundation  in  my  training  that  has  never  failed  me  in  all 
the  storms  and  stress  of  the  years,  and  the  strength  and 
tenderness  of  your  personality  have  been  an  inspiration 
that  has  never  left  me.  Best  of  all,  you  have  been  the 
ideal  of  youth  and  of  manhood  in  whom  I  have  never  been 
disappointed. 


If  I  have  been  able  to  have  a  little  part 
in  the  mammoth  opportunity  of  being  a  co-worker  with 
Him  in  the  building  of  His  Kingdom  it  is  because  God 
spoke  through  you  to  kindle  fires  that  have  never  gone 
out. 

May  the  years  to  come  be  your  greatest  in 
such  kindling  service 


Loyally  and  affectionately  yours. 


Missionary  Research  Library 
25  Madison  Avenue 
Few  York  City 


April  15,  1222. 


Dear  Dr.  Speer: 

P  My  memories  do  not  reach  back  to  the  first 

Mount  Hermon  Conference.  You  first  became  an  active  force 
in  my  life  in  the  early  '90s,  when  at  the  University  I  roomed 
with  a  man  who  had  heard  you  speak  in  at.  Paul  or  Minneapolis 
while  you  were  traveling  for  the  student  Volunteer  Movement. 

You  had  profoundly  influenced  his  life  at  that  time  and  you 

?he  f^r^Jeni  v"^nCe  V  1891  thrOUSh  addresses  at 
the  first  Student  Volunteer  Convention  at  Cleveland  where  he 

was  a  delegate.  Although  I  had  been  reared  in  a  pastor's  home 

so  far  as  I  recall  the  first  positive  missionary  influences  ’ 

which  played  upon  my  life  were  brought  to  bear  through  this 

room  mate  who  in  turn  idealized  you  as  a  missionary  leader. 


I  first  heard  you  speak  either  at  the  Lairp 
Geneva  student  conferences,  or  at  the  Student  Volunteer  Con 
vention  at  Detroit  in  1894,  probably  at  ihe  latt™  R  ^ 

?or  SS  ’ 

tation  I  Im^ver  Sa?I?,nWhe?  I  dlff?r  in  °r  int^rpre- 

Pla"in"  uP°°a^he°generation  of^T^ 
------  to  Exempli  fy°our°  enduring  Idealf*  ^  ^ 

Always  heartily  yours, 


Robert 

156 

hew 


S*  Speer,  D.D. , 
tfifth  Are., 

York  City. ’ 


CHR  ;  JL 


My  dear  Dr*.  Speer: 

.  J  J;h 1  you  as  an  interpreter  of 

Ihe  Christ  through  address  after  address  through¬ 
out  toe  years,  through  biographies  of  those  who 
have  caught  His  spirit,  and  through  your  own  life 
of  wonderful,  fruitfulness  and  high  ideals.  I 
.hink  of  you  as  the  one  through  whom  the  richest 
messages  have  come  to  the  student  conferences  of 
more  than  a  generation.  Most  of  all  I  think  of" 
you  as  America’s  greatest  Foreign  Beard  Secretary 
ano  cur  outstanding  thinker  concerning  the  world¬ 
wide  expansion  of  Christianity. 

May  God  speak  and  live  through  you  bv 
were,  by  book,  by  lire  in  ever  increasing  power 
so  that  still  another  generation  of  joung  life 
may  be  brought  through  you  to  a  life  of  loyalty 
to  Jesus  C h ri st  as  Lord  and  Saviour. 


Sincerely  yours. 


April  11 ,  1922. 


Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer, 
Silver  Bay, 

Hew  York. 


l!y  deal’  Robert: 


it  is  with  especial  pleasure  that  I  add  a  few 


lines  to  the  many  letters  that  undoubtedly  will  be  handed  to 
you  at  the  Intercollegiate  Conference  to  be  held  at  Silver  Bay 

in  June# 


Lty  friendship  with,  you  dates  back  to  1867  and 


during-  that  Ion-  period  of  years  I  have  always  felt  it  a  privi¬ 
lege  to  count  you  as  one  of  my  friends.  I  use  the  word 
"privilege"  not  only  because  of  rny  warm  personal  feelin^  but 
also  because  of  the  wonderful  work  you  have  been  able  to  accom¬ 
plish. 


I  well  recollect  my  being  with  you  in  horthfield 
I  have  never  been  in  favoi  of  any  eulogistic  letter 


but  the  circumstances  in  the  present  case  warrant,  a  very  strong 
expression  of  appreciation  of  your  Christian  worth  and  Christian 
accompli  slmient. 


'.7itb  warmest  personal  regards,  I  remain 


Cordially  yours. 


My  dear  Dr.  Speer: 


606  West  122d  Street, 

New  York,  May  5,  1922 


In  common  with  many  other  friends  of  yours  I  am  delighted 
to  extend  my  heartfelt  congratulat ions  and  good  will  in  recognition  of  your 
long  and  unique  service  of  inspiration  among  the  students  of  the  world. 

I  can  remember  that  in  my  own  college  days  yours  was  a 
name  to  conjure  with  and  since  that  time  many  thousands  of  students  have, 
either  directly  or  indirectly,  come  tinder  the  spell  of  your  influence. 

As  one  who  has  not  only  been  deeply  indebted  to  you  for  your  leadership 
but  who  has  had  the  privilege,  too,  of  being  your  neighbor  in  Englewood, 
let  me  extend  my  sincere  gratitude  and  best  wishes. 

Your  many  friends  are  feeling  sure  that  in  your  case 
the  ripest  service  of  your  life  is  still  ahead  and  that  the  Church  is  to 
have  the  benefit  of  your  mature  statesmanship  at  a  time  when  she  greatly 
needs  it  and  when  you  are  best  able  to  give  it. 

With  cordial  good  wishes  for  many  years  of  usefulness 

ahead ,  I  am 


Sincerely  yours, 


Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer, 

Presbyterian  Board  of  Foreign  Missions, 
156  Fifth  Avenue , 

New  York,  N.  Y. 


New  York  City, 
May  8,  1S22.  . 


Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer, 

156  Fifth  Avenue, 

New  York,  N.  Y. 

Dear  Doctor  Speer; 

It  is  an  honor  and  a  pleasure  to  take  my  place  among 
those  who  are  recognizing  your  long  and  unique  service  of  inspiration 
among  the  students  of  the  United  States.  The  affection  and  admiration 
in  which  you  are  held  by  the  college  men  of  the  country  and  throughout 
the  world  is  shared  by  some  of  us  whose  contacts  with  you  have  been  a- 
long  other,  although  kindred,  lines . 

Your  commanding  intellect,  your  utter  devotion  to  the 
cause  of  Christ  and  the  inflexibility  of  your  moral  purposes,  coupled 
with  a  disposition  to  do  full  justice  to  all  sides  of  a  situation  stand 
out  before  me  as  distinguishing  marks  by  means  of  which  you  are  so  con¬ 
spicuously  identified. 

It  heartens  me  to  add  my  word  of  good  cheer  and  Christ 
ian  esteem  to  the  many  others  that  are  being  penned  and  to  assure  you  of 
my  warmest  and  most  devoted  confidence  and  fraternal  regards. 


Fraternally  yours, 


’  V: 


''"l  .Cray, 


lit 


The  College  of  Yale  in  China 
Changsha 

Brownell  Gage,  Dean 
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Yay  10th,  .1922 


Dear  Dr.  Speer 

You  may  remember  me,  though  we  have  met 
but  infrequently,  and  seldom  informally.  put  I  shall  not 
forget  you,  nor  the  splendid  vigor  and  the  moral  strength 
of  your  Christian  faith.  At  the  °tudent  Conferences  in 
Northfield  and  Silver  Bay,  I  have  watched  your  work  and 
admired  the  sincerity,  the  devotion  and  the  complete  con¬ 
secration  manifest  in  your  personal  presence,  your  words  of 
appeal,  your  prayers  for  the  students  before  vou  and  the 
great  cause  of  missions  in  which  all  f orward-looking  Christ¬ 
ians  should  be  interested. 


As  one,  whose  life  has  been  made  better. 


whose  faith  has  been  made  surer^  because  you.  have  lived 
and  labored  with  students,  let  me  wish  you  at  this  tim 


wish  you  at  this  time 


long  and  continued  usefulness  in  the  ^resbytoferiAn  poard  of 


Faithfully  yours. 


The  Brick  C^urch 
Fifth  Avenue  and  37th  Street 


T7ev.  Yorlc  City 


WILLARD  W.  BARTLETT,  PRINCIPAL 
J.  MARVIN  HOWES,  BUSINESS  MANAGER 
MARY  L.  LOWRIE,  ASST.  PRINCIPAL 
PHONE  NORTH  421 


SHANGHAI  AMERICAN  SCHOOL 

147  NORTH  SZECHUEN  ROAD 
SHANGHAI,  CHINA 


E 


TELEGRAPHIC  ADDRESS: 
AMCRSCHOOL  SHANGHAI 


AMERICAN  REPRESENTATIVE 
D.  WILLARD  LYON 
347  MADISON  AVE. 

NEW  YORK  CITY 


May  20,  1922. 


Dear  Dr.  Spear, 

This  is  just  a  word  from  one  of  the  thousands  of 
young  men  who  from  you  have  received  an  inspiration  to  do 
something  worth  while  in  the  world.  I 
"brought  up  in  the  Adirondack  Mountains, 
train  until  I  was  almost  a  young  man 
tain  village  to  Potsdam, 

School  and  there  I  heard  o 
Mott,  and  conceived  a  great 


was  a  green  boy 
never  saw  a  railroad 
I. went  from  my  mouu- 
h ew  York  to  attend  the  State  I  ormal 
f  1  or tl  field,  of  Dr.  Speer  and  Dr. 
desire  to  go  to  horthfield.  In 


the  spring  of  1904  I  left  School  early  without  any  money, 
sold  pins  aid  needles  from  house  to  house  end  village  to 
village  until  I  reached  horthfield  and  went  to  the  camp* 


.’hose  ten  days  were  the  beginning  of  life  for 


me 


Yourself  and  Dr.  Mott  made  an  impression  on  me  which  has 
ever  been  and  ever  v/ill  be  one  of  the  greatest  influences 


o: 


what 
I  would 


in  my  life.  Dor  the  first  time  I  got  a  glimpse 
life  might  be,  and  I  then  and  tl  ere  determined  that 
go  thru  col  ege  and  '  ould  somehow,  somewhere  do  something 
worth  -wL.il  g  in  \ h  e  world.  I  had  a  sister  ho  was  youngei 
arid  it  was  necessary  for  me  to  he  In  lor  finish  sfehool  before 
I  could  go  to  college.  '  I  continued  to  sell  needles  until 
my  sister  finished  normal  school  in  1907  and  until  I  was 
graduated  from  college  in  1910,  I  sold  needles  in  almost 
every  town  and  city  of  over  a  thousand  population  from 
igor,  Main©  to  Ddbupue,  Iowa. 

i  .  ■  Hint  active  by  repeated  visits  to  horthfield.  For 
thirteen  summers  I  did  not  miss  a  student  conference  altho 
the  thirteenth  conference  was  the  Burma  student  conference 
on  Lake  kokine  in  Mango on,  Burma,  and  during  these  yeais 

failed  to  take  tite^  group  of  men  with 
me.  Mv  smallest  delegation  was  five  men-  and  my  largest 
twenty-six.  I  can  say  that  of  all  the  boys  and  young  men 
whom  I  took  to  lorthfield  during  those  years,  every  one 
left  horthfield  with  the  determination  to  do  something 
worth  while  in  the  world.  And  nearly  all  the  dies  of 
whom  I  have  been  able  to  keep  track,  are  ►  till  living  out 
the  inspiration  of  horthfield.  I  can  count  more  than  a 
dozen  who  are  a ctively  -engaged  in  Christian  work. 


I  have  liever  had  any  desire  to  do  the  great  things 
and  the  big  things  in  the  world,  but  for  years  have  had  an 
—  powerful  desire  to  somewhere  in  the  world  find  a  small 
piece  of  work,  that  needed  to  be  done,  and  to  do  that  work 
exceptionally  well.  !  have  found  a  piece  of  work  wi  ich 
needs  to  be  done,  and  for  which  I  am  qualified.  God  has 
i  . e  'n o  has  received  the  same  inspiration  from 
Lake  Geneva  that  I  received  from  I.'orthfield  and  who  has  the 
deepest  sympathy  with  my  ideals  and  purposes  and  who  is  of 

L-.e  gieates  j  help  oO  me.  he  are  extremely  har>py  in  our 
work. 


!e  join  with  tens  of  thousands  from  all  over  the 
world  in  wishing  that  yourself  and  Dr.  Mott  may  be  spared 

oi  a  great  many  more  years  o:  ever  increasing  usefulness 
and  in'luense. 


Very  sincerely, 


May  8 ,  1922 


My  dear  Dr  •  Speer  i — 

Mr.  porter  kindly  included  me  among  the  "few  men  in  all  vocations" 
who  were  being  asked  to  write  a  personal  letter  of  friendship  to  yon.  I 
suppose  I  owe  this  honor  to  my  name  which  sounds  as  though  it  belonged 

with  the  men  I 

Without  asking  him  to  check  up  on  his  list  I  am  going  to  take  ad¬ 
vantage  of  the  opportunity  and  tell  you  that  hack  in  1910  at  the  student 
Volunteer  Movement  Convention  in  Rochester  your  speech  on  South  America 
thrilled  me  above  all  the  rest  and  ever  since  then  I  have  rejoiced  m 
every  opportunity  to  hear  you  again  or  read  your  writings. 

May  I  add  that  your  clear  thinking  to  a  conclusion  on  topics  you 
handle,  especially  on  two  big  questions,  -  V/hat  Constitutes  a  Missionary 
Call,  and  Are  the  Hon-Christian  Religions  Adequate  to  Meet  the  Need  of 
Men  -  have  guided  literally  hundreds  of  students  in  their  search  lor 
leading  as  to  their  life  work. 

During  the  eight  years  I  have  served  as  a  secretary  of  the  Stu¬ 
dent  Volunteer  Movement  which  you  helped  to  launch,  I  have  felt  the 
warmth  of  your  personal  helpful  interest  as  a  member  of  the  Executive 

Committee  and  I  am  glad  to  tell  you  so. 

Very  sincerely  yours, 


Clearwater,  Florida.  April  20,  IS 22. 


Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer, 

156  Fifth  Ave. 

New  York,  N.  Y. 

My  dear  Dr.  Speer; - 

It  is  a  pleasure  to  congratulate  you  on 
the  thirty-six  years  of  inspiration  and  service  which  you 
have  been  able  to  give  toward  the  development  and  work  of 
the  Student  Volunteer  Movement  in  our  country  and  throughout 
the  world. 

The  great  fields  of  opportunity  which  you 
have  also  filled  so  wonderfully  in  other  branches  of  the 
Church  s  work  during  the  same  period,  also  demand  recognition 
and  congratulations  from  your  friends  and  the  Christian  public. 

With  earnest  prayers  and  wishes  that  you 
may  have  many  more  years  of  increasing  usefulness  in  the 
service  of  the  Church,  I  am, 


Sincerely  your  friend, 


36  Far we 11  Hall, 

Newton  Theological  Institution, 
Newton  Center,  Massachusetts 

9  May,  1923 


My  dear  Doctor  Speer: 

Three  weeks  ago  the  Board  appointed  me  to  a 
wonderful  place  in  the  Philippines,  and  ray  mind  is  full  of  it. 
But  often  ray  thoughts  go  back  to  those  perplexed  days  when  I 
was  a  sophomore  in  Des  Moines  College  seven  years  ago  this 
Spring.  I  had  been  startled  when  a  traveling  secretary  of 
the  Student  Volunteer  Movement  had  said  that  God  might  want 
me  for  foreign  service.  Your  pamphlet  "What  Constitutes  A 
Missionary  Call"  came  to  me  in  those  dazed  days  and  it  was 
my  guide  until  I  could  sign  the  Declaration  Card. 

In  seven  years  much  has  happened,  I  have  never  been  within 
100  feet  of  you,  altho  I  have  heard  you  speak  a  few  times.  But 
I  have  regarded  you  as  a  warm  friend  these  years,  because  you 
have  so  frequently  in  book  or  address  made  Jesus  Christ  more 
lovable.  So  I  thank  you  with  a  joyous  heart  for  having  been 
an  Uncle-pal  in  Christ  to  me,  ever  since  1915 2 


Sincerely  yours. 


April  21,  1922 


Dear  Doctor  Speer: 


It  is  a  pleasure  and  a  privilege  to 
write  a  word  to  give  some  indication  of  what  your  in¬ 
fluence  through  the  Summer  Schools  has  meant  to  me  and 
those  to  whom  I  have  been  especially  related. 


Twenty-five  years  ago  I  was  one  of  the 
students  attending  Geneva  and  for  a  period  of  five  years 
I  appeared  at  that  Summer  School  almost  every  year.  From 
time  to  time  you  crossed  the  stage  of  our  student  life. 

On  the  first  occasion  you  left  in  my  mind  an  impression  of 
consecration,  loyalty  to  truth,  and  clear  vision.  Each 
year,  as  I  heard  you  again,  and  saw  your  face,  those  im¬ 
pressions  were  deepened. 


One  of  my  most  intimate  friends  during 
those  days  was  G.  S.  Phelps,  now  in  Japan.  I  know  he  ° 
was  impressed  in  the  same  way  and  I  have  reason  to  believe 
that  our  experience  was  common  to  a  great  number  of  others. 
Perhaps  you  more  than  any  other  bore  to  us  the  message  that 
a  man  can  see  clearly  only  when  he  is  willing  to  accept 
the  truth  and  obey  it. 

With  sincere  gratitude  for  what  your  in¬ 
fluence  has  meant  to  me,  I  remain 


Very  cordially  yours, 


Dr  Robert  E.  Speer 

Fifth  Avenue  Presbyterian  Churct 
Fifth  Avenue  and  55th  Street 
New  York  City. 


V.  HIBBARD 


C. 


PEI  NCETOK  UMI  TER  jl  I Y 


Princeton,  IT, J 


March  23,  19i;2 


My  dear  Doctor  dpeer: 

I  wish  to  express  to  you  for  myself  and 
also  for  your  alma  mater  our  appreciation  of  the  worlc  which 
you  have  been  doing  in  the  v/orld  since  your  graduation  at 
.trine e ton,  and  of  the  particular  service  which  you  have  ren¬ 
dered  to  your  University  in  coming  to  us  from  time  to  time 
to  place  before  our  students  the  needs  of  tne  world  and  the 
opportunities  and  obligations  which  confront  them  as  they  go 
out  from  us  to  their  careers  in  life.  You  have  filled  your 
da^s  v/i  th  good  deeds  and  with  the  larger  thoughts  and  projects 
which  can  come  only  to  a  man  of  wide  vision  and  deep  convictions. 


7ith  best  wishes  for  the  continued  success  of  all  your 
labors,  believe  me, 


Faithfully  yours. 


Dr.  Robert  E.  bpeer. 
Fifth  Avenue, 

New  York. 
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25  Madison  Avenue 


New  York  City 


Dear  Mr.  Speer: 

It  is  a  gracious  privilege  to  join  this  tribute  of 
appreciation  from  friends  in  many  parts  of  the  world  who 
have  learned  to  love  and  honor  you  for  what  you  have  done  for 
them  individually  and  the  service  you  have  rendered  the  or¬ 
ganized  student  movement  for  these  many  years. 

How  much  poorer  life  would  be  without  you,  dear 
friend!  How  much  less  of  vision,  of  honor,  of  patience,  of 
faith  would  there  be  within  us,  if  we  had  not  come  to  know 
you!  The  very  understanding  of  Christ  himself  has  been  en¬ 
larged  by  the  understanding  of  your  own  great  soul. 

I  trust  that,  in  the  hours  of  discouragement  that 
must  come  to  every  man  of  your  ideals  for  this  old  world  of 
ours,  you  will  gather  comfort  in  reflecting  on  the  courage 
you  have  put  into  the  hearts  of  countless  students  during 
these  long  years  of  your  unselfish  service  to  their  cause. 

May  the  Good  Father  continue  to  be  gracious  unto 
you  and  give  you  continued  strength  to  serve  in  this  cause, 
which  you  have  so  signally  honored,  for  many  years  to  come. 


May 

10  th 
1922 


Yours  affectionately. 


Davenport,  Iowa. 
April, 26 ,1922. 


Mr  Robert  E.  Speer 
Mew  York 


Dear  Mr  Speer 

I  was  glad  when  they  told  me  that  they  were  going  to  sing 
a  song  to  yon  on  this  thirty  sixth  anniversary  of  the 
Students  Christian  Movement  and  I  am  glad  that, when  they 
decided  to  do  this,  they  asked  me  to  join  in  the  chorus^. 

Mow  there  are  so  many  things  I  would  like  to  put  into 
this  song  that  I  fear  1  will  be  singing  on  after  the  orp-an 
quits.  BUT.  ' 

1 ’m  glad  that  youTre  on  the  earth.  You're  good  and  it  seems 
to  me  that  that  particular  line  runs  high  on  life's  graph, 

I  dont  want  you  to  let  that  line  run  off  the  graph  at  the 
top  so  keep  it  about  level  so  you'll  be  staying  with  us. 

I  m  g-i-ad  you  re  a  Christian,  we  would  have  liked  you  I  am 
sure  we  would  have  liked  you,  even  if  you  were  not  a* 

Christian  but  we  wouldn't  have  liked  Christ  as  well. 

IMn  glad  you  are  a  Presbyterian. What  a  tragedy  it  would  have  been 
if  by  some  trick  you  had  landed  in  some  other  camp. 

Man  alive i  If  you'd  have  been  a  Baptist  you'd  have  drowned 

the  whole  of  us. If  you  had  been  a  Methodist  you'd  a  burnt 
us  up. 

But  most  of  all  I  am  glad  you  are  a  missionary,  The  sweetest 
iruits  I  ever  tasted  grew  on  that  tree  and  you  have  picked 
some  of  the  ripest  and  sweetest  from  the  tops  of  the  trees 
and  handed  them  to  me.  So  I'm 

Your  glad  glad  glad  friend, 


The  Mercersburg  Academy, 

Me  rce  r s  bu  rg , Penns  y lv  ania , 
April  26,  1922. 


Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer, 

New  York  City. 

My  dear  Bob : 

It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  send  you  this 
note  of  appreciation.  You  and  I  Y/ere  born  in  neighbor¬ 
ing  towns  here  in  Pennsylvania,  Huntington  being  your 
birthplace  and  Bedford  mine.  You  and  I  were  educated 
in  sister  schools.  Ihen  you  were  at  Andover  I  was  at 
Exeter.  Later  we  came  together  at  Princeton.  We  play¬ 
ed  on  the  same  football  team  and  we  were  fellow  editors 
of  the  Daily  Princetonian. 

When  you  entered  Princeton  it  was  your  ambition 
to  become  a  great  lawyer  and  you  had  the  ability  to  reach 
^nat  goal.  In  your  Sophomore  year,  as  I  recall  it,  you 
decided  to  dedicate  your  life  to  Christian  service.  I 
shall  never  forget  your  stirring  addresses  and  your  widen¬ 
ing  influence  in  the  university  during  those  days.  You 
dedicated  your  life  to  the  highest  ideal  of  which  this 
world  knows  and  you  have  been  greatly  blessed  through  all 
the  years.  In  trying  to  make  people  better  you  have  under¬ 
taken  the  hardest  and  the  finest  work  in  the  world  All 
of  us  who  know  you  have  rejoiced  in  what  you  have  stood 
for  and  we  have  been  proud  of  your  achievements.  May 
our  Heavenly  Father  continue  to  bless  you  in  your  great 
work  through  many  future  years. 


Believe  me,  one  of  your  old  friends, 
»  Most  cordially  yours, 
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May  8,  1922 


Dr.  Bobert  H.  Speer 

156  Fifth  Ave. ,  K.  Y.  City 

My  dear  friend  Speer: 

You  have  meant  so  much  to  me  during  the  forty-five  years 
of  our  acquaintance  that  I  wish  to  take  this  opportunity  of  ex¬ 
pressing  my  appreciation  and  gratitude. 

Your  public  addresses  have  influenced  me  profoundly. 

When  one  remembers  that  you  speak  on  an  average  five  times  a  week 
one  realizes  the  wide  reach  of  your  ministry  by  means  of  public 
speech. 


Your  books  and  pamphlets  have  been  greatly  useful,  es¬ 
pecially  the  pamphlet  "What  Constitutes  a  Missionary  Call.” 

During  three  and  one  half  years  as  a  Traveling  Secretary  of  the 
Student  Volunteer  Movement  for  Foreign  Missions,  I  used  it  in 
over  two  hundred  and  eighty  colleges.  I  still  use  it  constantly. 
I  do  not  have  all  your  books  (they  must  number  over  fifty),  but 
more  of  your  books  are  in  my  library  than  those  of  any  other  au¬ 
thor. 


Your  counsel  on  committee  and  other  bodies  on  which  we 
two  have  served  together,  has  been  of  immense  value. 


But  above  all,  you  yourself,  just  you  are  more  to  me 
tnan  anything  you  have  ever  said  or  done.  The  strength  of  your 

life  purpose,  and  your  faithful  devotion  to  it,  have  helped  me 
wonderfully.  You  have  steadily  refused  material  emoluments  much 
greater  than  anything  your  present  position  can  ever  offer.  This 
last  has  kept  many  men  steady. 

When  I  remember  that  most  of  my  contacts  with  you  have 
been  apart  from  your  regular  work  as  one  of  the  Secretaries  of 
the  Presbyterian  Foreign  Mission  Board,  a  task  in  itself  suffi¬ 
cient  to  test  the  best  powers  of  the  ablest  man,  then  I  marvel  at 
your  capacity.  I  thank  God  that  He  has  given  you  to  the  world 
at  such  a  time  as  this. 

Be  assured  of  my  affection  for  you  and  devotion  to  the 
cause  you  represent,  the  setting  up  of  the  Kingdom  of  our  loving 
bord  and  Saviour,  throughout  the  entire  world  within  the  life 
time  of  this  present  generation. 


Very  sincerely  yours, 


^)()  LnhnA' 


Yale  University 


KENNETH  SCOTT  LATOURETTE 

0.  Willis  James  Professor  of  Missions 


1 1 2^Y'alc  Station,  New  Haven, "Conn.  - 
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Nineteenth  Floor 
25  Madison  Avenue 
New  York,  N.  Y. 


Dear  Dr.  Speer: 

Among  the  many  representative  voices  which  clamor  for 
expression  on  this  occasion,  that  of  the  Student  Volunteer 
must  stand  out  in  ringing  emphasis,  for  in  no  other  direction 
has  your  spoken  massage,  your  written  word,  and  the  influence 
of  your  personality  been  more  effective;  and  in  the  hearts  of 
no  group  do  you  hold  a  higher  plaoe  of  respect  and  esteem. 

To  one  through  whose  hands  pass,  in  the  ordinary  course 
of  daily  routine,  the  reaords  of  thousands  of  Student  Volunteers 
aomes  a  realization,  borne  in  by  ever -recurring  reference,  of  the 
tremendous  influence  you  have  had  in  the  life  decisions  of  these 
Volunteers.  Were  one  to  draw  off  from  the  reaords  in  the  office 
of  the  Movement  a  list  of  those  so  influenced,  the  number  would 
be  so  large  that  you  would  be  apt  to  discredit  it  on  the  basis 
of  faulty  statistics.  This  wide-spread  influence,  however,  is 
not  to  be  surprised  at  when  one  considers  that  through  the  conven¬ 
tions  of  the  I'Overaent  and  the  student  summer  conferences  you  have 
spoken  face  to  faoe  with  at  least  60,000  students,  and  that  such 
pamphlets  as  "What  Constitutes  a  Missionary  Call”  and  Non-Christian 
Religions  Inadequate”  have  found  their  way  by  direct  distribution 
by  the  Movement  into  the  hands  of  at  least  50,000  students.  And 
this  does  not  take  into  account  the  tens  of  thousands  of  students 
whom  you  have  reached  through  books  and  articles,  chapel  addresses, 
commencement  exercises,  etc. 

Personally  I  aan  say  with  all  sincerity  that  I  consider  it 
a  great  nrivilege  to  know  you  and  to  continue  to  receive  the 
inspiration  of  your  deeo  devotion,  your  unfailing  wisdom,  and 
your  able  leadership. 


Gratefully  yours. 


Robert  E.  Speer,  D.D. 
New  York,  N.  Y. 


METHODIST  EPISCOPAL  CHURCH 


BISHOP'S  RESIDENCE 


2107  WYOMING  AVENUE 
WASHINGTON,  D.  C. 


13  May  1S22 


Dear  Dr.  Speer: 


I  hope  I  am  not  too  late  to  join  with 


others  in  greetings  to  -you  upon  the  completion  of  the 
long  list  of  Student  Conferences  to  which  you  have  been 
so  vitally  related.  In  the  last  long  run,  I  doubt  very 
much  whether  anytning  else  you  have  done  in  your  busy 
and  useful  life  has  so  vitally  touched  life  at  its  center 
as  has  your  work  at  the  Student  Conferences.  My  own 
relation  to  them  has  not  been  so  long  as  yours.  I  have 
had  pretty  nearly  thirty  years  now  at  Lake  Geneva  and  do 
not  hesitate  at  all  to  say  that  tne  Lake  Geneva  privilege 
has  been  the  outstanding  opportunity  of  my  own  life. 

It  has  been  a  joy  through  the  years  to  share  tnis 
relationship  with  you  even  in  a  small  measure  and  a  far 
greater  joy  to  know  through  the  day  and  the  night  that 
you  nave  given  all  your  tremendous  influence  to  creating 
loyalty  to  Christ,  enthusiasm  in  his  service  and  the 
promotion  of  his  Kingdom  in  the  world. 

I  send  you  my  love  and  the  assurance  of  my  prayers 
for  the  multiplication  of  your  years  and  strength. 


Ever  yours 


Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer 


New  York. 
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June  5,  1922. 


My  dear  Bob: 

It  was  in  the  fall  of  1889  when  you  came  to 
Penn  College  and  aroused  in  me  a  great  life  long  interest 
in  missions.  I  remember  distinctly  your  speaking  at  the 
Friends’  Meeting  one  Sunday  morning.  I  marked  my  Bible 
pretty  fully  during  that  address,  and  still  cherish  the 
thought  of  what  you  said  and  the  notations  which  I  made. 

As  Captain  of  the  football  team  in  a  small 
Western  college  where  football  was  little  known ,  you 
were  a  great  help  to  me.  Down  on  the  floor  of  my  room, 
you  helped  me  plan  out  a  number  of  plays  which  were  en¬ 
tirely  new  to  us. 

During  the  years  that  have  followed,  my  contact 
with  you  has  been  a  constant  inspiration.  It  is  difficult 
to  put  in  words  what  an  influence  such  a  life  as  yours  has 
been  to  me  all  these  years. 

With  deep  appreciation  of  all  that  you  have  done, 
and  are,  and  with  gratitude  for  all  your  help  to  me  ,  I  am, 

Sincerely  yours, 


L 


445  Parle  Street, 
Upper  Montclair,  Hew  Jersey. 

Ipr.  Robert  E.  Speer, 

3.56  Pi ft ft  Avenue,  City. 

Jury  dear  Robert,  - 

Too  frequently  we  wait  until  a  man  Has  “passed 
lover"  before  banding  ftim  the  flowers  fte  so  ricftly  deserves;  but 
■in  your  case  we  want  it  to  be  different. 

My  first  recollection  of  you  was  when  you  used  to  speak 
lat  the  Sunday  Afternoon  service  in  the  old  Twenty-third  Street 
branch  of  the  Hew  York  City  Young  Men's  Christian  Association. 

(You  had  recently  come  from  college,  and  I  can  remember  distinct¬ 
ly  how  you  looked  and  the  splendid  impression  you  made  upon  the 
audiences  of  young  men. 

Since  that  time  I  have  followed  your  career  with  deepest 
interest  and  admiration.  It  has  been  given  to  but  few  men  to 
inspire  to  lofty  purpose  and  exalted  action  so  many  men  and  women 
in  so  many  lands,  for  yours  has  been  indeed  a  world  parish.  How 
you  have  been  able  with  so  many  executive  cares  to  write  such  a 
large  number  of  hooks  and  articles,  and  so  frequently  to  address 
peat  audiences  is  a  constant  marvel  to  your  friends. 

May  you  be  spared  many  a  year  yet  to  render  still  larger 
service  to  humanity  is  my  earnest  prayer. 

Yours  cordially, 


June  7,  1922 


y?x, 


o  f 


°( 
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Middlebury  College 
Mid die bury,  Vermont 
May  6,  1922 


My  dear  Mr .  Speer: 

I  presume  that,  of  the  many  who  take 
part  in  this  formal  recognition  of  your  services,  I  shall 
be  one  of  the  very  few  who  attended  that  first  Student 
Conference  -  if  the  presence  there  of  a  wi de - e ye d , t hri 1 1 ed 
youngster  of  seven  can  be  called  "attendance.” 

But  I  like  to  think  that  my  acquaintance 
with  you  goes  back  to  that  early  day,  and  I  cannot  remember 
when  you  first  came  to  be  more  definitely  what  you  have 
been  ever  since,  a  constant  influence  in  my  life.  You  will 
recall,  for  I  think  you  have  used  the  illustration,  tne  way 
in  which  Stopford  Brooke  tells  of  the  influence  of  Robertson 
on  the  merchant  in  Brighton.  Well,  the  thought  of  you  has^ 
been  very  much  like  that,  in  my  own  life.  .  I  can  only  think 
of  you  with  profound  affection  and  admiration. 

As  the  years  have  gone  on,  it  has  been  my 
privilege  to  come  in  touch  with  you  in  other  ways.  And  one 
of  the  greatest  joys  to  me  in  my  experience  as  an  army  chap¬ 
lain  was  the  feeling  that  I  was  working,  in  one  sense  of  the 
word,  as  an  associate  and  a  subordinate  of  yours. 


East  Uorthfield,  Mass 


• » 


March  £9,  19££. 


Dear  hob: 

It  is  hard  to  realize  that  thirty-six  years 
have  passed  since  the  early  beginnings  of  the  student 
Conference  at  Mount  Hermon.  To  a  large  extent  the  spiritual 
impressions  which  these  Conferences  have  made  upon  the 
student  body  have  been  due  to  your  part  in  them.  It  will 
never  be  known  how  wide  that  influence  has  been,  for  those 
who  have  been  most  deeply  impressed  have  not  been  the  ones 
most  ready  to  come  forward  and  tell  you  of  it.  Your 
greatest  reward,  therefore,  will  come  hereafter. 


Doubtless  you  often  recall,  as  I  do,  the  character 


of  these  gatherings  in  their  early  days.  You  alone  are  left 
of  those  who  had  so  large  a  share  in  the  teaching  of  the 
student  body  of  a  generation  ago,  and  it  is  a  mark  of 
special  distinction  that  God  has  intrusted  you  for  so  many 
years  as  a  messenger  of  spiritual  truth.  May  the  best  be 
just  before  youi 


Ever  yours  affectionately, 


pv\yf^  ^ 


— *-x 


i.  'Y  >*?*£ 


June 


1922 


Dear  Robert: 

Heartfelt  greetings  and  congratulations  to 
you  upon  these  Anniversary  Days  full  of  recollection 
of  the  many  years  of  many  succeeding  conferences,  - 
full  also  of  anticipation  of  yet  greater  blessing 
from  our  Father  and  Lord  upon  our  ever  growing  Student 
Brotherhood  in  this  year  and  the  years  beyond. 

May  these  coming  years  be  even  more  full 
than  have  been  the  former  ones  of  benediction  and 
blessing  from  our  Dear  Lord  upon  your  words  of  teaching 
and  leadership,  written  and  spoken,  at  home  and  abroad, 
as  they  reach  the  students  of  all  the  races  round,  the 
world. 


Ever  your  friend  and  fellow  worker, 


To 

Robert  E,  Speer 


April  8,  1922. 


’'ear  Speer: - 

It  is  a  great  privilege  to  have  a  page  in  this  volume  on  which  to 
c-ive  you  a  greeting  which  records  one’s  affection  for  you  ana  one’s  indebt¬ 
edness  to  your  influence. 

Of  course  this  collection  of  tributes  is  pitifully  inadequate. 

There  are  a  few  scores  of  us  speaking  while  we  are  really  tens  oi  thousands 
in  number  who  are  'thanking  God  to-day  for  what  your  message  and  yourself 
have  brought  to  us  at  Northf ield  and  in  your  visits  to  our  colleges.  And 
there  is  not  one  of  us  who  can  set  down  more  than  a  poor  fraction  of  what 
we  think  and  feel  about  you. 

Certainly  this  is  true  of  myself.  About  twenty-seven  years  ago, 

1  met  you  first  at  a  summer  conference  and  received  a  great  lift  to  my 
spirit.  And  ever  since,  my  life  has  been  perennially  enriched  by  sitting 
at  your  feet  at  Northf ield  anu  other  places,  and  by  serving  in  fellowship 
with  you  in  the  Student  Christian  Association,  the  Student  Volunteer  Movement 
and  in  other  connections.  In  addition  to  all  this,  I  have  known  you  as  a 
friend  and  this  I  regard  as  one  of  the  deepest  privileges  of  my  life. 

I  could  never  express  how  much  all  this  has  meant  but  I  count  it 
as  one  of  God’s  greatest  gifts. 

How,  one  could  not  just  walk  up  to  you  and  say  all  this.  One 
could  not  very  well  write  it  down  in  an  ordinary  letter.  So  it  gives  me  the 
greatest  joy  to  have  this  outlet  for  my  thoughts  and  feelings  opened  to  me. 

One  of  my  regrets  in  moving  to  Toronto  has  been  that  I  cannot  now 
see  you  so  often.  But  you  can  always  be  sure  that  you  have  my  genuine  affec¬ 
tion  as  well  as  my  deep  appreciation.  May  God  so  order  that  the  remaining 
stretch  of  the  way  may  be  for  you  as  rich  as  the  past  years,  both  in  new 
service  and  in  the  joy  of  beholding  the  work  ol  your  hands  established. 

Affectionately  yours. 


The  Rev.  Robert  S.  Speer,  D.D., 
156  Fifth  Avenue, 

New  York,  N.  Y. 
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OF  THE  NORTHERN  BAPTIST  CONVENTION 
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STEREO  PT1CON  DIVISION 

Harry  S.  Myers,  Secretary  M  U  y  1 0  ,  1 9  £  R  • 
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Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer, 

156  Fifth  Avenue, 

New  York  City. 

Dear  Dr.  Speer: 

When  I  was  either  s  Freshman  or  a  Sophomore 
in  Hillsdale  College,  you  came  to  visit  us  as  a  represen¬ 
tative  of  the  Student  Volunteer  Movement.  At  that  time 
I  had  definitely  decided  that  i  was  to  enter  lav,  anu  uaci 
passed  a  sort  of  an  examination  to  Blackstone  and  conse¬ 
quently  the  address  you  made  that  night  did  not  seem 
belong  to  me.  I  went  down  to  my  room  and  picked  up  the 
arguments  which  you  had  given  and  began  to  repeat  them  o 
the  two  fellows  v*ho  roomed  across  the  hall.  F-^n.-x  y>  on 
of  them  asked  me  why  I  didn’t  volunteer  ana  r  toiu  tnem  I 
had  already  settled  what  I  was  going  to  do.  it  v.as 
those  things  that  didn’t  stay  settled.  I  had  been 
some  of  those  same  arguments  in  all  the  intervening  ye^s. 
Then  I  went  to  the  Lake  Geneva  students  conference  and  we 
went  up  into  a  little  ravine  back  of  the  grounds  ana  you 
told  the  story  about  the  father  who  had  two  sons  ana  on 
orchard  full  of  fruit  which  he  wanted  gathered,  and  ever 
since  then  I  have  been  trying  to  get  other  people  to  go 
down  to  the  orchard  and  gather  the  fruit. 

Since  these  two  occasions  I  have  heard  you 
speak  many  times,  talked  with  you  many  hours  read  many  ox 
your  books,  and  I  want  to  add  my  testimony  at  this  time  to 
the  personal  contribution  that  has  come  into  my  life  from 
vou  1  T  owe  much  not  only  to  tnese  two  incidents  but  to 
many  others  and  I  only  hope  that  I  am  in  a  very  small  way 
carrying  out  some  of  the  things  which  neea  to  be  done. 

May  our  Father  spare  you  for  another  t’niity- 
five  years  of  such  active  Christian  leadership  as  you  have 

enjoyed  already. 

With  kindest  regards,  I  am 


Sincerely  your 
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My  dear  Doctor  Speer 

It  is  with  the  greatest  of 
pleasure  I  join  with  your  other  friends  in  sending 
a  word  of  greeting  to  you  at  this  time,  for  no  one 
I  know  has  been  of  more  service  to  the  youth  of  this 
country  than  yourself. 

We  have  been  together  under 
various  circumstances  and  I  know  from  actual  knowledge 
what  an  influence  you  exert,  I  remember  the  summer 
we  spent  in  New  Hampshire  when  you  were  the  life  of  the 
camp  and  how  much  you  endeared  yourself  to  everyone. 

That  was  the  first  real  genuine  acquaintance  I  had  with 
you  though  I  had  known  of  you  for  years  and  from  that 
time  our  family  has  had  a  love  and  affection  for  you 
which  always  makes  you  a  most  welcome  visitor, 

I  do  hope  you  will  be  spared  for 
many  years  of  health  and  happiness  to  continue  your  work. 


Yours  sincerely. 


May  6,  1922 


SHANGHAI  COLLEGE 


May  4,1922 


Shanghai,  China. 


My  dear  Mr.  S-peer, 

I  remember  the  occasion  perfectly.  It  was  in  the 
summer  of  1906  .and  in  the  little  chapel  of  the  Farm  School  out 
from  Swannanoa.H.C.  I  eat  in  the  front  row  of  seats  and  you  began: 
in  political  geography  there  are  two  kinds  of  boundaries."  X  remem¬ 
ber  the  tones  of  voice  as  well  as  the  words, and  from  that  day  to 
this  I  have  been  your  willing  thrall!  Yds;  you  have  had  many  chance* 
to  lose  me, for  I  have  heard  you  every  time  you  have  spoken  at  the 

Southern  Student  conference  since  1906, as  well  as  here  and  there  in 
other  addresses;  hut  you  have  held  me  fasti  Again  and  again  I  have 
then  comforted  in  knowing  that  you  are  on  the  planet.  As  long  as 

Christ  has  such  witnesses  a3  you  ,  the  Light  shines,  the  Wiftaess  lives, 

wThe  clean  smeil  of  the  camp-fire  in  the  pine  woods"  refresh  yuar 

spirit  through  many  a  summer  for  further  and  fuller  service  through 

many  a  year. 


With  deep  gratitude  I  sign  iqyself. 

In  unnumbered  ways  your  debtor, 


Shanghai  College 


May  4 , 1922  SHANGHAI,  CHINA. 


near  Mr. Speer, 

On  the  occassion  of  your  thirty-fifth  anniversary  as  a 
nsnjb3r  of  Student  Christian  Conferences  I  am  glad  to  hava  tha  pri- 
viia.-“  afforded  me  of  hearing  testimony  to  tha  obligation  I  bear 
to  you  as  one  who  raaiy  times  has  heard  you;  call  to  dare  to  put  in 
practice  the  most  uncompromising  Christian  ideals  in  the  fellowship 
0-  our  Lord.  The  abiding  inspiration  which  I  hava  received  from 
you  in  this  endeavor  .facing  much  skepticism  as  to  the  practicality 
o'  Jesus'  standards  of  purity  and  truth  and  love, has  been  due  to 
m  faith  in  your  own  character.  You  hava  always  found  ny  deepest 
self  because  you  hava  spoken  according  to  the  measure  of  your  own 
faith-  one  easily  caught  the  experience  and  victory  behind  tha  words. 

I  hava  quoted  your  words  here  in  China,-  nK  Christian 
should  be  a  better  man  than  tha  best  man  any  non-Christian  religion 
can  produce."  The  other  day  X  gave  the  men  in  ny  seminary  N.  T.  cxass 
your  chapter  on  Truth  in  "Marks  of  a  Man", and  when  several  days  aft® 
they  expressed  the  opinion  that  tha  standard  you  set  was  almost 
impracticably  high, I  challenged  them  by  saying  that  X  was  sure  that 

it  was  the  standard  you  lived, 

We  are  in  the  midst  of  much  restless  questioning  and  some 

aggressive  antagonism  on  the  part  of  the  modern  educated  Chinese  and 
I  more  and  more  am  assured  that  the  only  satisfactory  answer  we  can 
give  is  a  life  in  all  its  relationships  like  Jesus  Christ’s.  No 
dialectic  liberal  or  conservative  can  finally  meet  their  challenge. 
It  is  in  the  region  of  life  that  our  successes  and  failures  have 


X  il  M 


SHANGHAI  COLLEGE 

Shanghai,  China. 

already  bean  mads, and  in  the  face  of  such  searching  criticism  it  will 
mro  so  in  ths  future.  I  can  declare  unreservedly  that  you  are 
one  Cf  a  small  group  of  men  who  rarely  referring  to  matters  of  tnee- 
logical  debate,  or  so-called  intellectual  difficulties  .have  yet  hexp 
ed  me  most  abundantly  mentally  because  your  life  and  words  have  un- 
veilrd  the  moral  power  and  beauty  of  our  LSrd.who  if  we  dare  to  fd 
low  Him,  is  the  answer  to  our  questions. 

Desiring  to  imitate  you  as  you  have  imitated  Him,  I  am. 

Yours  in  His  name, 

M.  j  :  '  -L 


276  Fifth  Avenue 
New  York  City 
June  3,  1922 


Dear  Dr.  Speer: 

I  have  just  learned,  upon  returning  from  my 
trip  to  India,  that  the  Silver  Bay  Student  Conference  this 

summer  will  be  the  thirty-sixth  in„the.  s®rie®  °fria“p?1  T 
student  conferences  which  began  at  Mount  Hennon  in  1886  . 
am  writing  to  offer  my  congratulations  upon  this  occasion 
and  to  express  to  you  my  grateful  appreciation  °*Vwhat 
have  meant  not  only  to  thousands  of  students  in  these  con¬ 
ferences,  but  to  me  personally.  I  remember  most  vividly 
my  first  student  conference  at  Northfield.  Your  address 
at  that  time  strengthened  my  determination  to  become  a 
foreign  missionary.  I  know  that  your  ministry  to  the  col¬ 
lege  men  of  the  United  States  and  Canada  through  these 
conferences  has  been  a  rich  blessing  to  thousands  of  men 
who  have  gone  out  into  all  parts  of  the  world  as  mission¬ 
aries  of  the  church  of  the  Living  God. 


You  have  meant  more  to  me  than  you  can  ever 
imagine,  and  your  influence  upon  my  life  has  been  most 
deep  and  abiding.  The  intimate  acquaintace  and  fellow¬ 
ship  with  you  these  last  years,  through  the  Student 
Volunteer  Movement  and  as  a  Board  secretary,  has  been 
a  rich  blessing  to  me. 

Through  these  years  of  intimate  acquaintance, 
my  admiration  and  love  for  you  has  continued  to  grow.  I 
thank  God  for  you  and  for  what  you  have  meant,  not  only 
to  a  vast  number  of  students  in  these  conferences,  but 
to  the  advancement  of  the  Kingdom  of  God  throughout  the 
wo  rl  d . 


With  kindest  regards  and  best  wishes  for  many 
years  of  continued  service,  I  am 


Robert.  E.  Speer,  D.  D. 
156  Fifth  Avenue 
New  York  City 


26  Broadway 
New  York 


May  3,  19  22. 


Dear  Dr .  Speer  : 

I  shall  never  forget  the  deep  impression  which 
you  made  upon  me  in  one  of  the  first  talks  which  I  ever 
heard  you  give.  Your  earnestness,  your  sincerity, 
the  strength  of  your  religious  conviction  and  the  power 
of  your  life  all  had  a  part  in  giving  profound  weight 
to  the  words  which  you  spoke.  That  same  impression 
has  been  made  upon  hundreds  of  thousands  of  young  men 
and  young  women  from  this  and  other  lands,  who  have 
been  brought  within  hearing  of  your  voice  as  a  result 
of  the  Student  Conferences  at  Northfield,  which  you 
were  so  largely  instrumental  in  starting  many  years 
ago. 


I  wish  I  could  adequately  express  my  sense  of 
deep  personal  obligation  to  you  for  what  you  are,  and 
for  the  influence  which  you  have  exerted  and  continue 
to  exert  in  the  written  and  spoken  word,  as  well 
as  in  your  daily  life,  for  the  upbuilding  of  Christian 
character  in  the  lives  of  the  students  of  the  w orld. 

God  has  used  you  marvelously.  Your  friends  are  grate¬ 
ful  to  Him  for  your  influence  in  their  lives  and  are 
bespeaking  for  you  at  this  time  His  continued  strength 
and  guidance,  that  you  may  carry  on  throughout  life 
your  great  work  of  helpfulness  and  inspiration. 

With  assurances  of  deep  admiration  and  regard, 

I  am, 


Rev.  Robert  E.  Spear,  D  .D 
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April  20,  1922 


Dear  Dr.  Speer: 

I  sit  down  to  write  this  friendly  letter  with  a  gr ow¬ 
ing.  feeling:  of  gratitude  that  there  is  such  an  abundant  reason 
for  writing  it.  There  comes  to  my  mind  the  second  occasion 
as  nearly  as  I  can  recall,  when  I  saw  you.  I  was  then  a  gradu¬ 
ate  student  at  Yale.  I  must  have  met  you  there  previously  at 
some  conference,  since  I  already  knew  you  at  sight.  I  sat  on 
the  side  lines  at  a  football  game  in  New  York  ^ity  and  recall  ^ 
the  abounding  energy  with  which  you  took  part  in  the  preliminary 
practice.  I  do  not  now  recall  very  definitely  tne  outcome  of 
the  game,  and  it  does  not  matter;  but  I  shall  never  forget  one 
impression  I  got  then  of  the  whole-hearted  way  in  wmcn  you 
spent  your  energy  for  the  purpose  that  was  in  view. 

You  have  since  been  called  upon  for  a  unique  vai ie oy 
of  leadership  and  have  faced  each  problem  as  it  came  with  tnat 
same  devotedness  and  with  something  of  that  loyalty  oo  tne  larger 
objective  which  a  man  inherits  who  has  been  m  nis  day  a  frrst- 
rate  university  man.  Your  interests  have  been  too  wide  to  be 
expressed  in  terms  of  any  one  university;  rather  you  might  oe 
claimed  by  the  whole  intellectual  brotherhood.  Tney  have  not 
been  limited  even  to  the  kind  of  interests  which  center  around 
university  life,  but  have  been  bounded  only  by  the  human  uni¬ 
verse  itself.  I  often  wonder  how  they  can  be  so  widely  ex- . 
tended  and  yet  so  fine  in  quality;  but  the  secret  of  it  is  wit  - 
out  question  that  you  have  never  been  thinking  of  yourself  but 
only  of  what  could  be  done. 


I  was  greatly  impressed  by  some  evidence  which  came 
to  me  this  year  to  the  effect  that  a  man,  who  is  now  recognized 
as  a  leader  on  the  mission  field,  when  a  student  in  New  York 
City,  used  to  slip  down  occasionally  at  one  o’clock  and  station 
himself  near  the  entrance  of  156  Fifth  Avenue,  so  as  to  get  a 
look  at  you  returning  after  lunch  to  your  duties.  Ye  never 
spoke  to  you,  but  he  gained  much  inspiration  by  nothing  more 
than  that’  look.  When  you  add  the  thousands  who  have  been  more 
directly  helped  and  strengthened,  the  roll  is  truly  impressive. 

We  who  come  into  intimate  contact  with  you  in  the 
study  of  mission  problems  know  best  of  all  the  serenity,  fresh¬ 
ness"  and  depth  of  your  life  with  its  flowing  stream  of  helpful, 
world-ranging  friendship.  It  is  a  fellowship  too  precious  to 
analyze.  I  can  only  express  the  hope  that  you  may  be  spared 
to  a  ripe  old  age  with  a  message  for  each  decade  of  increasing 
richness . 


Sver  affectionately  yours, 


May  8,  1922 


Mr*  Robert  E*  Speer 
Homeward  Bound 
Somewhere  at  Sea 

Dear  Mr*  Speer: 

Knowing  your  rare  delight  in  the  long  hours  which  you 
devote  doting  over  a  similar  compliation  of  sweet  (and  true)  say¬ 
ings  written  of  you  sometime  ago,  it  gives  me  peculiar  exhilaration 
to  place  a  page  in  this  latest  collection  which  some  future  genera¬ 
tion  may  unearth  from  an  old,  attic  trunk  to  peruse  and  remark: 

"Say,  people  certainly  thought  a  lot  of  the  old  boy,  didn’t  theyl” 
In  the  hope  that  said  descendants  may  then  set  themselves  more 
fearlessly  to  meet  the  world  face-forward  as  did  their  forbear,  I 
am  willing  to  write  this  word  for  them. 

Your  three  dozen  years  of  trustworthy  Christian  leader¬ 
ship  have  richly  blessed  the  world.  May  Cod  spare  you  for  another 
similar  period  of  equally  far-reaching  and  constructive  inspiration. 


Your  devoted  friend 


May  10,  1922 


Dear  Mr.  Speer; 

I  welcome  the  opportunity  of  trying  to  express 
to  you  my  appreciation  of  all  you  meant  to  me  during  my 
student  days  and  later  as  an  Association  secretary. 

Your  addresses  at  the  Toronto  Convention  where 
I  first  heard  you  perhaps  did  more  to  crystalize  my 
thinking  on  foreign  missions  and  to  bring  me  to  a  decision 
than  any  other  one  factor.  Then  your  messages  at  Summer 
conferences  as  well  as  certain  of  your  books  and  pamphlets 
were  constant  sources  of  inspiration  and  strength  to  me  in 
my  first  years  of  Christian  Association  work.  perhaps  I, 
like  others,  have  to  plead  guilty  of  taking  liberty  in  those 
days  with  many  of  your  speeches  and  using  them  on  various 
occasions.  I  am  especially  grateful  to  you  for  one  inter¬ 
pretation  of  Christ  as  given  in  the  book  "Christ  and  Life". 
You  stated  that  Christ  was  never  liberal,  but  always  charita¬ 
ble  and  this  principle  has  again  and  again  helped  me  to  be 
charitable  toward  those  with  whom,  on  account  of  the  princi¬ 
ples  involved,  I  could  not  agree.  The  embodiment  of  this 
principle  in  your  own  life  made  it  more  real  and  vital. 

I  am  also  mindful  of  the  great  help  you  have  been 
to  us  secretaries  of  the  Movement.  We  have  turned  to  you 
instinctively  in  times  of  crisis  as  we  valued  your  counsel 
and  knew  that  you  were  absolutely  loyal  to  Him  who  is  the 
center  and  heart  of  our  work. 

In  expressing  kqt  own  appreciation  of  your  help  I 
think  of  the  scores  upon  scores  of  students  with  whom  I  have 
been  associated  that  have  been  helped  and  inspired  by  you. 


Most  sincerely  yours, 


1520  S.  57  St.,  Phi  la..  Pa 
April  18,  to??. 


dear  Dr.  Speer, 


We  Persian  missionaries  in  America  are  thinkin^  of  you  with  pecu¬ 
liar  interest  and  affection  during  these  daps  of  pour  visit  to  she  Persian  s  cations. 

-  know  that  pour  presence  there  will  be  a  great  blessin^  and  inspiration  to  each 

r  and  to  aanp  of  our  native  associates  whom  you  will  meet . 

.ore,  we  believe  that  in  these  openin0  daps  of  new  and  wr eater  things  for  Persia  , 

•< isdo.i  and  sympathy , pour  broad  and  far-  reaching  plans  in  natters  of  policy 
u.id  aim,  will  quicken  and  guide  us  through  the  difficult  years  just  anead . 

Is  would  have  -leant  so  rucii  to  Will  to  have  talked  over  with  you  tiie  proble.13  of 
rsia’s  evangelization^  which  was  his  i 

>r ^yer fully  always  .  It  was  fro  i  Princeton  in  October  Ifici  that  he  wrote  in  a  letter 
u.>  ills  iother  about  you:- 


y 

.ounce  t  ion  with  the  3  oar  a .  As  you  prooaoly  know  ,  they  have  been  in  search  of  a  new 
cretaro  .  The  position  has  b  en  offered  to  Speer  of  the  Seuinary  and  he  has  accepted 
...  xign  tne  arrange  ;ents  are  not  all  iade.1  til  ink  I  have  lent  i  one  d  him  in.|L.rr  letters* 

;u  aiv^rate,  you  have  he. .rd  of  him  in  connection  with  the  Volunteer  love  cut. 

is  in  nis  natural  0ii  os  a  man  of  verp  remarkable  powers  and  is  most  thorou  nip 
*  use  crated.  1  Have  been  thrown  with  him  a  „reat  deal  and  I  esteem  him  .tore  and" 

•ve  highly .  He  is  not  more  than  t  i  four  or  five  ,1  think,  and  has  :.ad  e  lough 
so  turn  the  heads  of  a  o cor o  of  strong  men.  He  is  not  in  the  least  affected 
P.r  t  I  can  e,  c  .  I  believe  God  has  raised  him  up  to  be  &  ni  ht  .>ower  in  His 


,cului  ;  •  •*•  He  is  a  hard  worker  of  wonderful  capabilities  of  both  iind  .  „  bo!  • 


-•  r  chi  Id- like  spirit.  I  don't  often  get  enthusiastic  over  men  , 
•  o  I  am  thoroughly  jo  over  Speer  ,  as  pou  see.  11 


It  was  near lg  owe-nty-  seven  pears  later  tnat  he  wrote  nis  last  Lesters  go  ou 
c.s  I  iia^e  seen  readinto  over  the  corr  spondence  of  tio&e  pears  ,1  find  t.  ere  is  i® 

'  °‘iC  to  whc®  Ilc;  */rote  00  frequently  ,  so  fully  and  fr  tip  ,  as  to  you.  An  evidence 


~  his.  confidence  in  pou  is  an  empress  ion  in  one  of  his  last  letters  in  which  he  sa* 


is  not  telling  tli  rsty  it,  "  is  i  :ing  out  1  H.  ’  Ith$nk  you  for  al  that  your 
ongenial  iind  and  lopal  friendship  leant  to  him  and  for  the  inspiration  that  -on 
c  'J,ocxi  and  are  to  all  ox  us  an  pour  life  and  faith  and  written  word. 


Host  sincerely  yours, 

/fy  )  C&L/i  A)  J  / 


SfrlAA.  lAryy) .  GL.  ) 
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L«  $*«xb  T'ung  hsien,  Chihli,  China,  April  23  t.h  1922' 

My  Dear  Dr . Mo 1 1, ; 

Your  friends  in  China  wish  to  add  their 
ices  to  the  chorus  of  joy  that  goes  up  from  around  the  whole  world  , not 

ilv  that  you  have  been  enabled  by  the  grace  of  God  to  make  one  more  visit 
$•  c  the  Far  32ast,but  yet  more  thiK^you  are  rounding  out  thirty— six 

k-  s  of  permanently  fruitful  influence  upon  the  young  men  of  your  timer 

i 

,n  every  land.  When  I  pray  to  God  on  your  behalf  (as  I  often  do 

k*  minded  to  use  the  title  of  a  war-time  editorial  in  the  New  York  Qut- 

jk  referring  to  your  strenuous  activities  of  that  period:  May  God  bless 
to  t , Men ,  and  Mill  i on  s "  J 

Most  cordially  yours, 


Patron  : 

His  Excellency  FIELD  MARSHALL  VISCOUNT  ALLENBY,  G.C.B.,  G.C.M.G. 


Young  Men’s  Christian  Association 


Secretaries  : 
dilbert  b.  smith, 
mcg.  MacQUEEN. 


Headquarters  for  Egypt. 


Telephone  42-04 

Telegrams:  "MANHOOD,  CAIRO,, 


New  Address 


Central  Y.  M.  C.  a.  building, 
Sharia  Nubar  Pasha,  CAIRO. 


April  EO,  19 EE. 


Dr.  Robert  S.  Speer, 
247  Madison  Avenue, 
HEW  YORK  CITY. 


near  Dr.  Speer, 

I  am  proud  to  be  among  those  who  take  this  occasion 
to  express  their  friendship  and  respect  for  you.  Since  my 
student  days  at  Pennsylvania,  at  Northfield  and  Silver  Bay,  at 
the  Student  Volunteer  Convention  in  Nashville,  Rochester,  Kansas 
City,  and  Des  Moines,  and  in  the  Foreign  Missions  Conferences, 
you  have  been  continually  associated  in  my  mind  with  the  advance 
guard  of  the  Christian  campaign.  It  has  always  seemed  to  me 
that  you  are  peculiarly  able  to  awaken  in  us  the  ctesire  for 
holiness  of. personal  life  and  the  determination  to  be  found  well 
pleasing  to  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  I  have  found  many  witnesses 
to  the  power  of  your  testimony  to  him  in  many  lands.  To  have 
been  one  of  those  whom  you  have  appointed  to  higher  things  is  a 
reason  for  genuine  thankfulness. 

May  you  continue  for  many  years  to  help  us  realise  "herein 
is  my  Father  glorified,  that  ye  bear  much  fruit.15 

Very  sincerely  yours, 


±j'*J  J  -tiC  . 


Andover,  Massachusetts 
March  23 ,  1922 . 


Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer 
New  York  City . 

My  dear  Rob: 

I  welcome  this  opportunity  to  join  with  your  many  friends  in  add¬ 
ing  ny  word  of  appreciation  and  good  cheer.  As  you  look  back  over  the  past 
years ,  whatever  their  disappointments ,  there  must  come  to  you  a  sense  of  the 
immense  value  of  the  services  you  have  rendered  to  mankind,  and  particularly 
to  youth.  To  me  personally  you  have  always  been  an  inspiration  and  an  ideal. 
Dealing,  as  I  do  year  after  year,  with  hundreds  of  boys  I  am  increasingly  con¬ 
scious  of  the  immense  and  far-reaching  value  of  the  services  you  have  render¬ 
ed  youth  in  the  days  of  its  greatest  temptations  and  yet,  in  a  sense,  of  its 
highest  idealism.  It  is  men  like  you  who  have  enabled  our  boys  to  believe  in 
the  best  that  is  in  them  and  to  fight  until  that  best  has  gained  control. 

What  you  have  done  to  supply  the  lack  in  modern  home  training  can  never  be 
fully  measured,  and  to  a  schoolmaster  its  value  appears  inestimable. 

Wishing  you  health  and  strength  and  courage  for  the  many  years  of 
continued  service  which  I  hope  with  all  my  heart  are  still  to  be  yours, 
believe  me,  with  the  old-time  esteem  and  friendly  good  will, 


Princeton,  N.J.,  June  8,  1822 


%■  dear  Robert 

In  connection  with  another  Sumner  Conference  it  gives  me  pleasure 
to  join  your  many  friends  in  extending  loving  greetings.  Since  the  early 
nineties  when  it  was  ny  privilege  to  hear  you  at  Northfield  your  stirring 
messages  have  been  a  constant  source  of  guidance,  strength  and  inspiration. 
We  rejoice  in  the  service  of  incalculable  good  which  you  have  been  able  to 
render  to  the  student  forces  of  your  generation  and  it  must  be  to  yourself 
a  matter  of  great  satisfaction  that  such  large  numbers  are  laboring  to-day 
in  the  white  harvest  fields  of  the  world  who  heard  the  Master's  call  as 
given  by  you.  We  thank  our  Heavenly  Father  upon  every  remembrance  of 
you  and  are  especially  grateful  for  your  safe  return  from  joumeyings 
oft  and  perils  by  land  ana  sea  and  pray  that  tor  many  years  to  come  you 
may  be  enaoled  to  continue  that  strong  and  capable  leaaersuip  to  which 
you  have  oeen  summoned  in  the  aavancement  of  the  Lord's  Kingdom. 


I  am  glad  to  be  among  tne  many  who  can  rise  and  call  themselves 


Dlessed  because  of  you,  of  what  you  are  and  the  endearing  ties  of  halloweu. 
friendship  which  Dind  us  together. 


Sincerely  and  a 


Dr.  Robert  K.  Speer, 


The  Silver  Bay  Conference, 
Silver  ^ay,  New  York. 


Dear  Mr.  Speer: 


As  space  is  limited  in  this  little  volume  of  letters, 
I  will  restrain  myself  to  a  brief  mention  of  immediate  ways  in 
which  you  have  helped  me  during  the  years  I  have  known  you  at 
various  Yale  Conferences  and  at  Northfield. 

In  the  first  place,  you  have  helped  me  to  keep  in 
mind  the  world  as  a  whole,  end  to  think  of  God  caring  and  hav¬ 
ing  a  purpose  for  all  sorts  of  men  everywhere.  This  idea  has 
grown  in  ny  mind  until  the  principal  concern  of  my  life  has 
come  to  be  the  evangelization  of  all  people,  both  at  home  and 
abroad. 


Again,  you  have  helped  me  in  many  concrete  ways  in 
my  battle  for  character,  in  diagnosing  trouble,  pointing  cut 
difficulties,  and  in  showing  a  way  out.  I  have  known  scores 
of  men  who  will  bless  your  name  because  you  have  made  them 
face  themselves  and  then  turn  in  their  helplessness  to  Christ 
to  stand  by  them  in  their  hour  of  trial.  In  your  tours 

among  the  schools  and  colleges  I  trust  that  you  will  net  dimi¬ 
nish  your  emphasis  upon  this  phase  of  student  life. 

In  the  third  place,  you  have  always  insisted  that  a 
man  should  find  God’s  plan  for  his  life,  not  his  own  plan  or 
your  ideas  on  the  matter.  Several  times  I  have  searched  my¬ 
self  under  the  influence  of  your  speaking,  to  find  that  I  must 
ask  God  to  show'  me  the  way  and  to  give  me  the  strength  to  walk 
in  it. 


One  of  the  most  pleasing  sides  of  yourself  that  you 
have  shown  to  so  many  of  us  has  been  your  accessibility.  I 
cannot  remember  a  time  at  any  conference  when  you  have  excused 
yourself  from  seeing  a  man  who  wanted  to  talk  with  you. 

Your  humility  has  furnished  an  example  for  us  all  to 
follow.  For  your  courage  in  never  making  the  reproach  of 

Christ  an  easy  thing,  for  your  kindling  touch  at  many  a  con¬ 
ference,  and  for  the  inspiration  your  devotion  to  Jesus  8.nd  to 
His  purpose  for  the  world  has  been  to  me  and  others,  I  am  deep¬ 
ly  grateful.  You  have  made  me  want  to  live  better  and  cleaner 
and  nobler  and  be  more  fruitful  as  a  Christian  man. 


I  trust  that  you  will  be  home  from  Persia  in  time  for 
this  spring’s  Conferences. 

With  sincere  respect,  I  am 


Faithfully  yours, 


New  York,  April  lht  . 


Robert  E.  Speer 


Was  he  my  friend? 

No.  Not  so  intimate  as  that. 

In  those  early  days  he  knew  me  not. 

And  yet  he  stood 
Stalwart,  straight  and  tall, 

A  giant  in  mind. 

His  heart,  I  did  not  fathom, 

A  cause  to  test  his  heart  came  not  my  way. 

Yet,  I  felt 

As  one  who  knows  a  presence  all  unseen. 

That  had  the  urgent  time  come  forth 

His  heart  no  less  had  shown  both  true  and  strong. 

And  so  I  went  to  lands  afar. 

Once  and  then  again 
And  once  again. 

Through  all  those  years 
His  influence  never  left  me. 

No  letter  came. 

But  near  my  hand  were  printed  words — 

Courageous,  penetrating  words. 

And  these  kept  fresh  the  sense  of  power  he  had. 

So  felt  in  student  days. 

Now  in  these  latter  years 
More  near  we  stand. 

Though  times  have  come 

When  judgment  clashed  with  judgment,  yet. 

The  supreme  gift  is  his 
To  keep  that  charm 
Of  gracious  leadership 
In  all  the  best  of  life. 


Hkabmastkk’ s  Study 


T ii  12  Choate  School 

Wauiygi-okb,  Goxxjsctiout 


April  12th,  1922 


Dear  Doctor  Speer: 

Vihen  our  boys  plan  to  go  to  Blairstown 
or  Silver  Bay,  it  strengthens  me  to  know  they  are  going  to 
hear  you  speak.  The  knowledge  that  you  are  to  be  there, 
is  one  great  reason  why  they  go.  The  strength  of  a  Confer¬ 
ence,  and  the  future  of  it,  lies  very  greatly  in  you.  I 
have  heard  boys  talk  for  twenty  years  now,  and  I  know. 

We  always  look  forward  to  the  day  when 
you  will  be  again  at  Choate.  We  have  missed  you  of  late,  and 
we  are  poorer  in  the  year  when  you  do  not  come.  You  conxriDute 
to  our  School,  as  you  have  contributed  to  every  school  to  which 
you  have  been  -  as  you  have  contributed  to  the  best  that  is 
in  boys  and  young  men  all  over  the  world.  A  boy  said  to  me 
only  the  other  day  that  you  had  given  him  more  inspiration 
than  any  one  else  whom  he  had  ever  heard  preach  -  and  that  is 
a  verj  common  point  of  view  among  boys. 

We  who  work  among  boys  shall  bless  you, 
always,  as  all  fathers  and  mothers  must,  for  the  inspiration 
and  strength  you  have  given  to  young  men  everywhere,  and  so 
to  all  this  rather  distracted  world. 

Faithfully  and  gratefully  yours, 
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Dear  Robert: 


May  I  join  with  others  of  your  friends  in  expressing  apprecia¬ 
tion  of  the  contribution  *ftiich  you  have  made  to  the  spiritual  life  of 
students  during  the  years  in  which  you  have  been  one  of  the  leaders  of 
our  Student  Christian  Movement. 

pew  men  have  had  the  opportunity  of  reaching  so  large  a  number 
of  young  men  and  women  with  spiritual  messages.  You  have  helped  students 
in  all  stages  of  their  development;  pupils  in  preparatory  schools,  under¬ 
graduates  in  the  colleges  and  universities,  and  students  in  professional 
schools.  Through  your  influence  and  inspiration  many  have  been  led  to 
dedicate  their  lives  to  unselfish  service  as  ministers  of  the  Gospel  and 
as  missionaries  at  heme  and  abroad. 

As  the  secretary  of  one  of  the  great  foreign  mis  si  on  boards, 
you  have  been  an  inspiration  to  the  leaders  of  all  branches  of  the 
Christian  Church,  not  only  in  the  United  states,  but  in  other  nations, 
in  amarted  degree  you  have  been  able  to  communicate  to  them  your  vision 
of  the  Kingdom  of  God  in  a  way  to  enlarge  their  conception  of  the  mis¬ 
sionary  program  of  the  church  and  to  inspire  them  to  malce  the  effort 
necessary  to  realize  their  ideals. 


Expressing  gratitude  for  all  that  you  have  meant  to  me  personally. 


I  am 


Sincerely  your  friend, 


25  Madison  Avenue, 
New  Yorlc  City. 

May  27th,  1922. 


1004  N.  Chicago  Street,  Pontiac,  Illinois 
May  6 ,  1 922  . 


Mr.  Robert  E.  Speer, 

I56  Fifth  Avenue, 

New  York,  New  York 

My  dear  Mr.  Speer: 

Very  grateful  am  I  that  through  somebody's  kindly  agency  I 
was  invited  to  join  the  company  of  those  that  express  here  their 
gratitude  to  you.  I  find  it,  however,  quite  impossible  to  sum  up 
a  rich  friendship  like  yours  in  a  few  written  words.  The  mere  at¬ 
tempt  to  do  so  proves  anew  to  one  how  inexpressible  and  inexhausti¬ 
ble  are  all  the  treasures  of  the  spirit.  This  long-distance  friend¬ 
ship  of  ours,  carried  on  mainly  by  letter  and  nourished  by  prayer, 
has  been  preeminently  a  matter  of  the  spirit. 

My  mind  travels  back  through  the  score  of  years  in  which  I 
have  known  the  inspiration  of  your  personal  touch  upon  my  life,  and 
I  try  to  determine  for  what  I  am  most  indebted  to  you.  It  is  hard 
to  tell,  and  yet  certain  things  seem  to  stand  out  conspicuously. 

You  have  been  to  me  an  incarnate  conscience.  Have  you  realiz¬ 
ed  that?  It  is  often  true  that  I  find  myself  almost  unconsciously 
viewing  some  meditated  act  through  your  eyes.  Not  only  are  you  my 
arbiter  in  moral  questions,  but  often  and  in  many  ways  you  are  my 
standard  of  taste  and  my  guide  in  things  intellectual. 

Far  beyond  all  this  to  me,  is  the  help  you  have  always  been  to 
me  in  strengthening  and  inspiring  my  faith.  As  I  have  told  you 
before,  you  have  continued  in  my  life  a  blessed  work  begun  by  my 
sainted  father.  Like  him,  you  have  taught  me  that  simple  and  fer¬ 
vent  faith  may  be  the  possession  of  one  whose  mind  is  keen,  strong 
and  daring.  No  more  convincing  evidence  of  Christianity  can  be 
offered  my  faith. 

With  all  these  fine,  high  things  that  you  have  brought  into 
my  life,  there  have  been  an  unfailing  interest  and  courtesy  and 
in  your  busy  life  a  willingness  to  be  concerned  about  my  little 
needs  and  affairs.  These  merit  and  receive  my  deepest  gratitude. 

I  thank  God  for  you  and  daily  petition  Him  that  your  life  may  do* 
for  many  what  it  has  done  for  me. 

One  of  the  greatest  blessings  you  ever  brought  me  came  when 
you  introduced  me  to  Mrs.  Speer  and  so  added  to  my  life  the  rich 
treasure  of  her  friendship.  To  her  I  send  my  love.  God  bless  you 
both  in  all  your  ways  and  through  all  your  days. 
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113  Sharia  Kasr  el  Mini 
Cairo,  Egypt 

hay  10,  1922 


My  dear  Speer: 


My  first  acquaintance  with  you  carries  me  hack  to  my  freshman 
year  at  -Princeton  when  you  were  in  the  Theological  Seminary.  Across  all  tnese 
thirty  three  years  your  life  has  been  to  me  a  constant  inspiration  to  a  degree 
that  no  language  can  portray.  In  your  courage  I  have  found  courage .  Your 
faith  has  steadied  my  own.  Your  warm  hearted  love  for  Christ  and  loyalty  to 
Him  has  "been  a  radiant  vision  for  which  I  have  again  and  again  thanked  Cod. 

It  is  a  joy  to  give  expression  to  my  indebtedness  to  you  for  all  you  have  been 
and  done,  among  which  I  prise  most  highly  the  following: 

1.  Your  vivid  consciousness  of  the  Living  Christ:  you  cannot 
realise  how  helpful  to  others  has  been  this  outstanding  element  in  your  life, 
your  messages  and  your  work.  To  be  taught  by  you  to  look  on  all  of  life,  on 
all  of  duty,  on  all  of  service,  on  all  of  religion,  as  a  simple  personal  rela¬ 
tionship  to  a  Living  Lord,  has  been  to  impart  to  life  a  sweetness  and  richness 
that  words  cannot  describe. 


2.  Your  dynamic  interpretation  of  evangelical  truth:  you 
have  given  an  anchorage  to  faith  in  the  great  evangelical  teachings  by  your 
constant  loyalty  to  them,  not  so  much  by  apologetic  defence  as  by  vital  use  of 
them,  revealing  their  dynamic  power  for  life  and  service. 


3.  Your  leadership  in  the  organized  Church  of  Jesus  Christ:  in 
days  of  wide  spread  misgivings  as  to  the  organized  Church,  your  leadership  has 
helped  many  of  us,  because  you  united  loyalty  to  the  organized  Church  with  -an 
unceasing  advocacy  of  those  far  reaching  changes  which  seem  to  so  many,  neces¬ 
sary  to  the  realization  of  Christ’s  will  for  His  Church  upon  earth. 


4.  Your  missionary  vision:  how  much  we  owe  to  your  vision  and 
portrayal  of  the  world  wide  purposes  of  Cod.  Especially  giving  to  this  vision, 
always,  the  warm  and  tender  touch  of  human  interest;  giving  us  the  vision  not 
of  an  impersonal  Kingdom,  but  always  of  a  great  fellowship  of  human  hearts  and 
lives . 


So  I  might  go  on, 
love  you  and  are  indebted  to  you. 
ued  and  enlarging  opportunity  for 
and  satisfaction,  and  with  powers 


but  this  will  suffice  to  tell  you  haw  much  we 
May  the  coming  years  only  give  you  c out  in¬ 
serving  your  Lord  and  Ills  Kingdom,  with  joy 
of  body,  mind  and  spirit  unimpaired. 


As  ever. 


Gratefully  and  sincerely  yours. 


Nashville,  Tennessee, 
March  30,  1922. 


Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer, 

347  Madison  Avenue, 

New  York  City. 

Dear  Dr.  Speer: 

I  will  never  forget  the  old  Bingham  School  with  its 
crude  equipment  and  its  eager  boys,  among  which  number  I  sat  hear¬ 
ing  you  speak  on  the  hill-top  overlooking  Asheville.  I  seriously 
doubt  if  any  of  us  can  ever  estimate  the  far-reaching  influence 
of  your  wonderful  appeals  for  high  Christian  manhood  and  for 
Christian  consecration. 

I,  for  one,  am  very  greatly  indebted  to  you  for  your 
many  wonderful  messages  that  I  have  heard  since  leaving  college, 
and  even  more  for  those  I  heard  while  I  was  in  college.  In  par¬ 
ticular  I  want  to  express  to  you  my  very  deep  gratitude  for  all 
the  inspiration  you  have  given  to  the  Southern  students  through 
our  Southern  conferences  with  which  I  have  been  connected  for  so 
many  years.  No  one  has  rendered  a  greater  service  to  us,  and  this 
letter  brings  you  just  a  personal  word  of  gratitude,  and  expresses 
the  hope  that  you  may  continue  this  great  service  to  the  students 
of  the  country  in  the  years  that  are  ahead. 


Yours  most  sincerely, 


,.iay  2,  1922. 


Mr.  Robert  E.  Speer, 
156  Fifth  Avenue, 

New  York  City. 

Dear  Friend  Speer: 


Remembering  your  first  power¬ 
ful  reaction  against  accepting  the  title  of  T’Dr . 'T 
at  Edinburgh  in  1910,  I  am  glad  to  think  of  you  as 
a  man  and  a  friend,  minus  the  title  si 


My  memory  of  your  work  for  stu¬ 
dents  runs  well  back  into  my  own  undergraduate  days, 
when  you  came  into  my  life  as  a  very  messenger  of  God. 
And  you  have  continued  to  be  that  to  me  through  the 
whole  generation  that  has  passed  since  then.  If  one 
is  able  to  estimate  the  influence  exerted  upon  him 
by  the  lives  and  words  of  others,  I  would  certainly 
be  inclined  to  put  you  very  close  to  the  top  of  the 
list  of  those  who  have  influenced  me  most  deeply. 

And  the  supreme  thing  of  course  about  your  influence 
has  been  the  clearness  and  force  of  your  testimony 
about  Christ.  i’he  greatest  thing  you  have  done  for 
me  is  the  most  significant  thing  anyone  can  ever  do 
for  another  -  viz,-  to  help  him  better  to  understand 
the  beauty  and  sufficiency  of  Christ.  2o  have  render¬ 
ed  me  and  multiplied  thousands  of  others  this  priceless 
service  is  1  am  sure  a  reward  whose  value  is  beyond 
all  computation  in  material  terms. 


With  an  appreciation  and  affection 
that  keep  growing  with  the  passing  years. 


Ever  faithfully  your  friend. 


April  12,  1922 


ffy  dear  Robert: 

It  seems  almost  superfluous  for  me  to  put  on  paper 
what  you  know  is  in  my  heart.  For  fourteen  years,  we  have 
worked  side  by  side,  and  such  a  relationship  unveils  one’s 
thoughts  so  completely  that  the  barrier  between  two  personal¬ 
ities  and  two  minds  is  almost  eliminated.  I  do,  however, 
want  to  tell  you  that  in  these  fourteen  years,  my  work  as 
Candidate  Secretary,  has  brought  me  in  contact  literally  with 
thousands  of  young  people  either  in  person  or  correspondence. 
Very  early,  I  began  to  see  through  these  contacts  how  wide¬ 
spread  was  your  influence  and  what  a  real  inspiration  it  had 
been  in  opening  the  eyes  of  young  men  and  women  to  the  glory 
of  a  world  task  and  a  consecration  of  the  whole  of  life  to 
that  task.  Again  and  again,  they  referred  to  conferences 
with  you  and  influences  started  by  what  you  had  said  in 
public  utterances  which  was  an  eloquent  testimony  to  the 
effectiveness  of  your  plea. 

I  know  how  you  will  shrink  from  hearing  this 
testimony,  and  I  am  confident  that  your  desire  to  eliminate 
yourself"  from  all  your  work  is  the  factor  that  has  given  you 
power.  However,  at  the  risk  of  incurring  your  displeasure, 

I  venture  just  this  once  to  open  ray  heart  in  this  way,  and  I 
trust  that  you  will  let  yourself  down  on  to  that  ordinary 
plane  where  one  can  enjoy  hearing  a  good  thing  about  himself. 
When  I  think  of  the  growing  influence  of  the  Christian  cause 
throughout  the  world  and  the  way  that  the  lives  of  young 
people  which  you  have  influenced  have  been  woven  into  it,  I 
can  see  permanent  forces  that  have  grown  out  of  your  work 
which  will  constitute  an  almost,  decisive  factor  in  the 
coming  of  the  Kingdom  of  God. 

Forgive  me,  Robert,  for  this  reflection  of  my 
appreciation,  but  I  could  not  help  it. 


Affectionately, 


p0NG  F.  SEC.  Chairman  davd  z.  t.  yui.  General  secretary 
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May  5,  1922, 


Dr.  Robert  B.  Speer, 

150  Fifth  Avenue, 

Dew  York. 

Dear  Dr,  Speer: - 

You  will  not  remember  me  clearly  for  I 
am  among  those  tens  of  thousands  whom  your  life  and 
addresses  and  leadership  have  deeply  influenced,  but 
who  never  came  into  close  official  relationship 
with  you. 


Since  your  visit  to  China  last  year  when 
we  met  in  the  conference  with  reference  to  the 
Shanghai  American  School,  and  came  under  the  influence 
of  your  inspiring  address  at  the  Community  Church,  it 
has  been  in  my  mind  to  write  a  word  of  appreciation 
for  the  help  that  has  come  out  of  your  addresses  and 
your  writings.  I  trust  that  we  may  have  many  years 
more  of  help  from  your  mind  and  heart. 


Faithfully  yours, 

cl 


haw/f. 


graphic  Address. 

(L£E  SHANGHAI” 

CODESi 


GRAND  HOTEL  KALEE  LIMITED 
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Kildner,  Manager 
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Mount  HolyoKe  College, 

South  Hadley,  Massachusetts. 
May  9,  1922. 


My  dear  Mr.  Speer: 

It  gives  me  pleasure  to  have  a  part  ia  J'h® 
expression  of  gratitude  and  appreciation  fro™  so 
your  many  friends.  That  a  tome  would  result 
to  have  this  opportunity.* 

x  remember  the  first  time  I  heard  your  name J*en 
you  were  a  student  at  Princeton  or  soon  a2!rSpo*e  Sf  your 
ation.  and  the  f^ther  of  a  years  the  colleges 

ZZ'ZZ  Zl  ZrTZn  that  influence  and  I  - 
for  the  opportunity  of  expressing  not  only  7 
ation  but'also  that  of  the  hundreds  of  Mount 

wVine!p  lives  vou  have  touched,  xour  coming 
^nLe  fa  aiwaya  one  of  our  red  letter  days  but  far  more 
^hanthe  pleasure  of  welcoming  and  hearing  you  is  the 
inspiration  to  higher  living  which  you  have  lef< t. 
will  never  Know  how  many  lives  you  have  helped.  It  sho 
be  a  joy  to  realize  that  they  cannot  be  numbered. 

Believe  me,  with  gratitude  for  the  years  of 
service  in  the  past  and  anticipation  of  the  years  of  ser- 

vice  still  to  come. 


Cordially  yours. 


Mary  E.  YJoolley. 


CAPE  TOWN, 


South  Africa. 


27th  April  1922 


hr.  Robert  E.  Speer, 

947  Madison  Avenue, 

New  York  City.  U.S.A. 


Dear  Dr.  Speer, 

Though  your  contact  with  the  Coloured  Student 
Groups  and  the  Student  Movement  among  them  in  America  has  not 
been  as  direct  and  as  general  as  we  would  desire^  there  are 
nevertheless  some  of  us  who  are  fully  mindful  tpf  the  indespensible 
contribution  you  have  made  to  the  whole  Movement  and  therefore  to 
us.  We  know  too,  that  we  grow  and  are  blessed  as  the  Christian 
Movement  among  Students  throughout  the  World  makes  progress. 

The  Student  Movement  has  sounded  to  Students  the  clarion  call 
ro  Christian  living,  it  has  fired  them  with  a  zeal  for  service 
and  has  sent  them  to  the  four  corners  of  the  earth  as  emissaries 
of  our  Lord.  In  its  International  aspect  the  Movement  has  in 
a  real  measure  succeeded  in  breaking  down  the  barriers  of  race  and 
condition  and  is  to-day  a  potent  factor  in  bringing  men  together 

i 

on  a  common  platform  to  the  end  that  Internationally  and  inter- 
ri  dally  Christianity  may  be  a  greater  living  force  .  I  write  from 
experience, though  brief,  and  not  from  mere  hope,  for  my  contact  with 
Students  and  conditions  in  America,  and  under  the  Student  Movement 
with  Students  here  in  Africa  more  than  bear  me  out  in  what  I  have 


said. 


It  is  a  real  joy  and  a  privilege  to  pass  on  this  word  of  testi¬ 
mony  of  appreciation  and  friendship  to  you  who  have  in  such  a  real  and 
large  manner  made  possible  this  World  wide  Movement. 


Yours  faithfully, 
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LETTERS  HAVE  BEEN  RECEIVED  PROM  THE  FOLLOWING: 


Amerman,  William  S. 
Atwater,  Reginald  M. 

Baer,  J.  Y/illis 
Barbour,  Clarence  A. 
Barnes,  Clifford  W. 
Barnett,  Eugene  E. 

Beach,  Harlan  P. 

Beaver,  Gilbert 
-Bible,  Prank  W. 

Blaisdell,  Thomas  C. 
Bosworth,  Edward  I. 
Brodnax,  Corilla  G. 

Brown,  Abby  Sutherland 
Brown,  Arthur  J, 

Brown,  0.  E. 

Brown,  William  Adams 
Campbell,  Fay 
Cairns,  David  S. 

Caskey,  Herbert  K. 
Chamberlain,  Wm.  I. 

Clarke ,  Dumont 
Coffin,  Henry  S. 

Cogswell,  Franklin  D. 
Crane,  Helen  Bond 
Davis,  D.  A. 

Day,  Sherwood  S. 
Diffendorfer ,  R.  E. 

Dodd,  Ned 

Dodge,  Cleveland  H. 

Eddy,  D.  Brewer 
Eddy,  Sherwood 
Ehnes,  Morris  W. 

Elliott,  A.  J. 

Pahs,  Charles  H. 

Fleming,  D.  J. 

Forsyth,  Holmes 
Fosdick,  Harry  Emerson 
Foulkes,  William  Hiram 
Gage,  Brownell 
Graham,  Tom  W. 

Greene,  Theodore  Ainsworth 
Hall,  VYilliam  Ralph 
-Halliday,  Miss  Vernon 
Harbison,  Wm#  Albert 
Hass,  Leopold  R. 

Hibbard,  C.  V. 

Hibben,  John  Grier 
Hood,  George  C. 

Howard,  Philip  E# 

Hurrey,  Chas.  D. 

-Inman,  S.  G. 

-Irvine,  W.  M* 

James,  Jean  Eleanor 
Laflamme,  Herbert  F. 
Latourette,  Kenneth  S. 


McCulloch,  W.  P. 
McDowell,  William  Fraser 
MacCracken,  Henry  Noble 
Marquis,  John  A# 
Millikin,  B.  Carter 
Moody,  Paul  D. 

Moody,  Will  R. 

Moorland,  J.  E. 

Morse,  Richard  C. 

Murray,  J#  Lovell 
Myers,  Harry  S. 

Owen,  David  E. 

Peirce,  Harold 

Poteat,  E.  M# 

Pot  eat,  Gordon 
Rockefeller,  John  D. 

Roys,  Mabel  M# 

Sailer,  T.  H.  P. 

Sanders,  Frank  K. 

Schell,  William  P. 

Scott,  George  T. 

Sharp ,  Thomas  S . 

Shedd,  Mary  Lewis 
Sloane,  T#  Dwight 
Smith,  Arthur  H. 

Smith,  W.  B. 

Speers,  Guthrie 
Stearns,  Alfred  E. 
Steele,  Marianna  T. 
Stewart,  Jr.,  George 
St.  John,  Burton 
St.  John,  George  C. 
Stokes,  Anson  Phelps 
Tinker,  W.  H. 

Tobias,  Channing  H. 
Trumbull,  Charley 
Turner,  Fennell  P. 

Van  der  Veen,  Charlotte 
Warburton,  G.  A. 

Vickrey,  C.  V# 

Watson,  Charles  R. 
Weatherford,  W.  D. 

White,  J.  Campbell 
White,  Stanley 
Wilbur,  Hollis  A. 

Wilder,  Robert  P. 
Williams,  Jack 
Wishard,  Luther  D. 

Wood,  Edward  C. 

Woolley,  Mary  E. 

Yergan,  Max 
Zwemer ,  S .  M • 

Gilkey,  Charles  W. 
Robbins,  J#  C. 


Many  other  friends  would  gladly  have  written  had  there  been  time 
to  notify  all. 


Yale  Club 

"Vanderbilt  Avenue  and  Forty-fourth.  Street 
Kew  York 
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